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On September 13, 2010, Dr. Irene Klinger, Director of the Department of International Affairs of the Organization of American States (OAS), met with 19 Afro-descendant civil society representatives from 12 countries of the Americas as part of an annual capacity-building workshop to increase the participation and influence of Afro-descendants in the OAS and the Summits of the Americas Process.
During the meeting, Dr. Klinger discussed the significant role civil society organizations play in contributing to the design, implementation, monitoring and follow-up of public policies at the national and international levels.  Dr. Klinger encouraged the participants to become more actively engaged in OAS activities and in their national policies, highlighting that 2011 was proclaimed the International Year for People of African Descent by the United Nations and adopted by the last OAS General Assembly celebrated in Lima, Peru through resolution AG/RES. 2550 (XL-O/10). This resolution reaffirms the importance of the full and equal participation of people of African descent in all aspects of political, economic, social, and cultural life in the countries of the Americas.

This workshop was organized for the third consecutive year in cooperation with the civil society organization, Global Rights – Partners for Justice.  During the week-long event, the participants met with representatives from the Department of International Affairs, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, Inter-American Commission on Women, Summits Secretariat, Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, and the Secretariat for Political Affairs, in order to gain an increased understanding of the different work areas and structure of the OAS, share experiences and develop their capacity to participate in the activities of the Organization of American States. 
