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GROUP 1   RAPPORTEUR’S REPORT

GROUP 1 reviewed the Preliminary Evaluation and Follow Up Reports presented by the Experts from the Caribbean Region.  To date, this Region has submitted 8 completed questionnaires, only four of which were presented in time to be analyzed at this meeting.  

The group was made up of the Experts of Antigua and Barbuda (Sheila Rouseau), Bahamas (Sandra Dean Patterson), Jamaica (Barbara Bailey) and Saint Lucia (Yazmin Odlum). 

Experts Sandra Dean Patterson and Yazmin Odlum presented Country Reports on Suriname and Barbados respectively.  Sheila Rouseau was unable to present a report because the country assigned to her did not submit its completed questionnaire on time for the meeting.  Barbara Bailey was recently designated as the Expert from Jamaica and has now been assigned the Guyana questionnaire to analyze.

A lively discussion took place during the meeting in which the main obstacles to reporting were identified. The lack of access to disaggregated data was a common problem in most of the questionnaires as well as lack of detail in some of the responses and lack of budgetary allocations to combat violence against women. With relation to the specific situation of the Caribbean, the experts reaffirmed the need expressed in the Method for Evaluation of and Follow Up on the Implementation of the Provisions of the Convention to have a focal point and a coordinated regional approach to enable better communication among the governments, experts and the Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI.   It was suggested that issues such as economic violence, sexual violence and sexual harassment be included in future reporting.  The need to identify models of best practices in the region was also addressed. The experts suggested the preparation of a minimum requirements checklist to assess progress in implementation of the Convention.

Individual country reports were analyzed as follows:

Barbados:  The group considered that the preliminary evaluation of this report was comprehensive and analytical and could serve as a model for others. The expert included an initial background paragraph with information about the demographics of this country which contextualizes the report very well. The facts given about the prevalence of the feminization of poverty where of 35,000 persons said to live in poverty, 59% are women speaks to the vulnerability of women in that country. While significant progress appears to have been made in terms of the sensitization and awareness of the problem, advocacy, shelter, and linkages of NGOS, the statistical information provided does not reflect this and points to the weaknesses in this area of data collection and the monitoring of the problem for Barbados. 

Suriname: Unlike other countries in the region, Suriname is able to provide data disaggregated by sex from several sources including their district attorney, police, and a major NGO that combats violence. The format detailing the sensitization exercise on violence was clear and was considered by the group as a helpful way to share this type of information. Some of the answers to the questionnaire are short and terse and need further clarification. These reflect the repetitive nature of some of the questions. Of concern is the deficit of services for victims as a result of resource constraints. 

The collaboration exercises between governmental and nongovernmental agencies and the Integral Gender Action Plan 2006 – 2010 does, however, augur well for the future of Suriname’s initiatives combating Violence against Women.

A conclusion section is missing from the preliminary report. It’s inclusion would be helpful. 

Haiti:   The questionnaire presented by the government was more extensive than the expert’s three-page report would suggest.  The group recommends that the revised version of the report include more information on the critical situation of Haiti, as reflected in the questionnaire, such as that there has been no functioning parliament for the past two years, and on the efforts that are being made despite the political instability, such as that a National Plan to combat violence against women covering the next five years was drawn and approved in 2005.  

Belize:  After looking at the questionnaire, it would appear that the progress made in Belize is not sufficiently reflected in the expert’s report.  More information should be given about recent key legislation, such as that against human trafficking and the program for batterers, and about other advances and best practices that are included in the questionnaire.  There seem to be some inconsistencies between the information presented in the questionnaire and the expert’s report.  The expert will be asked to clarify this.  Although mechanisms are in place to respond to and monitor violence against women there is no concrete evidence provided by the respondent of the questionnaire on the impact of these mechanisms.

Some of the lack of information obtained from this questionnaire may result from the fact that many of the questions are closed questions and do not explicitly ask for explanations or elaborations.  Additionally, there should  be a question which requires the respondent to link the demographic factors in Item 4, Section 4 of the questionnaire to women’s vulnerability to violence
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