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OBJECTIVES OF THE SEMINAR
On October 26, 2004, the First Conference of State Parties to the Convention of Belém do Pará approved the “Statute of the Mechanism to Follow-up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará” (MESECVI).  The Mechanism consists of two bodies: the Conference of States Parties which is the political organ, and the Committee of Experts (CEVI), which is the technical organ comprised of specialists appointed by the States Parties who perform their functions in their personal capacity. The States Parties also designate Competent National Authorities (CNA), who serves as liaison between the Secretariat and the governments. 

For each Multilateral Evaluation Round, the CEVI adopts a questionnaire with the provisions of the Convention to be monitored, and sends it to the CNA for response.  Based on these responses and on other information collected, the Committee issues country reports and a Hemispheric Report and makes recommendations that it must follow up on.  

The first Hemispheric Report of the Committee of Experts was presented during the Second Conference of States Parties, held in Caracas, Venezuela, on July 9 and 10, 2008. This Report was the result of the evaluation phase of the round, which started in July 2005 and concluded in July 2007.  For this report, the responses of twenty eight States on the four topics prioritized in the questionnaire
/ were analyzed and compared.  Five shadow reports on the questionnaire submitted by non-governmental organizations
/ as well as shadow reports on violence against women and women’s rights presented to other international agencies, and other complementary documentation were taken into consideration.  


It is now time to ensure that the recommendations made by the CEVI are implemented. This event, which gathers specialists on the four topics of the questionnaire, proposes to analyze these recommendations and present suggestions to facilitate their implementation.  The effective implementation of the recommendations of the CEVI will strengthen the MESECVI and will facilitate the achievement of its main objective, which is that the States Parties fulfill the commitments they have undertaken on the issue of violence against women.
9:00 – 10:00
Opening Session 
Message from the OAS Secretary General, presented by the Secretary of the Secretariat for Political Affairs, Dante Caputo

Remarks by Ambassador Roy Chaderton Matos, Permanent Representative of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and of the Presidency of the Conference of States Parties to the MESECVI 
Comments by the Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Human Rights (IACHR), Santiago Cantón
Presentation of the Hemispheric Report by the Coordinator of the Committee of Experts (CEVI) of MESECVI, Susana Chiarotti
10:00 – 10:15
Recess
10:15 – 11:00
First Panel: Legal framework: Legislation and National Plans.  Based on national experiences, the panelists will identify common challenges emphasized in the Hemispheric Report. They will also propose strategies to be used by the experts to implement the recommendations made to the States Parties


Presentation by:

Teresa Genta Fons - Lead Counsel, Latin America and Caribbean Practice Group, Legal Vice-Presidency - World Bank

Anne Goldstein, Human Rights Education Director, International Association of Women Judges (IAWJ)


Moderator: Susana Chiarotti, Coordinator of the Committee of Experts
11:00 – 12:30
Dialogue among panelists and participants
12:30 -14:00
Lunch
14:00 – 14:30
Second Panel: National budgets, information and statistics. The panelists will comment on the recommendations of the Hemispheric Report focusing on the most appropriate means to put them into practice and illustrating their suggestions with lessons learned and good practices relevant to the region 


Presentation by:
Andrew Morrison Ph.D. - Economist on Gender and Development

Lilia Jara – Office of Gender, Ethnicity and Health, Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) 
Moderator:
Carmen Lomellin, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Women
14:30 – 15:15
Dialogue among panelists and participants
15:15 – 15:30
Recess
15:30 – 16:15
Third Panel: Access to justice.  The panelists will address the challenges faced by women to access and obtain justice in violence cases.  In this context, the specialists will provide the experts with guidelines on how to best monitor implementation of their recommendations on this topic
Presentation by:
Karen Musalo – Director, Center for Gender and Refugee Studies, University of California, Hastings College of Law
Valeria Pandjiarjian – Coordinator of the International Litigation Program – Latin America and Caribbean Committee for the Defense of Women’s Rights (CLADEM) 


Moderator:
Hilda Morales, Alternate Coordinator of the CEVI
16:15 – 17:00
Dialogue among panelists and participants 
17:00 – 17:30
Conclusions and Closing
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�.	The four topics were: legislation and national plans; access to justice; national budgets and information and statistics.  Questionnaire is available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/cim/Documentos/MESECVI/CEVI/doc.5/06 rev.1" ��http://www.oas.org/cim/Documentos/MESECVI/CEVI/doc.5/06 rev.1�.


�.	The Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI received the shadow reports from Argentina (CLADEM), El Salvador (CLADEM), Honduras (CLADEM), Peru (CMP Flora Tristán) and Uruguay (CLADEM).
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