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INTRODUCTION

The Statute of the Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará” (MESECVI) established, among the responsibilities assigned to the Committee of Experts (hereinafter, the Committee), the definition of its working methods.
/

In the framework of its first meeting, held from August 22 to 24, 2005, the Committee considered and approved the Rules of Procedure of the Committee and decided that, in the first round, it would evaluate the implementation in the states parties of Articles 7 and 8 of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará” (hereinafter, the Convention).
/

In light of the above, this document contains the method to be used to evaluate the implementation of the said provisions in the states parties.  In that framework, it refers to the objective of and framework for the evaluation in the first round, the general and specific criteria to be used to guide the review, the thematic areas in which the provisions selected will be reviewed, information sources, the evaluation procedure, establishment of working subgroups, and guidelines for preparation of reports.

I.  OBJECTIVE OF THE EVALUATION IN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE FIRST ROUND


In the framework of the purposes of the Convention and the MESECVI,
/ the objective of the evaluation in the first round shall be to follow up on the implementation in each state party of the provisions selected by determining whether a legal framework and other measures for the implementation of each such provision are in place and, if so, conducting an initial evaluation of the results and progress thereof.

II.   FRAMEWORK


The evaluation of implementation of the provisions selected in the first round shall be conducted in the framework of the provisions of the Convention, the Statute of the MESECVI, and the Rules of Procedure of the Committee.

III.  EVALUATION CRITERIA

In implementing the provisions of the Statute of the MESECVI and the Rules of Procedure of the Committee, information on implementation in the states parties of the selected provisions of the Convention shall be reviewed taking account principally of the general and specific criteria described below.


A.
GENERAL CRITERIA


The following three criteria shall be used in making the comprehensive general evaluation of implementation in the states parties of the selected provisions of the Convention:

1. Equal treatment
In accordance with this criterion, in reviewing the information on implementation of the selected provisions of the Convention, equal and consistent treatment shall be accorded to all states parties.  With the aim of ensuring that this criterion is met, the following provisions in particular shall be taken into account in implementing the provisions of the Statute:
/
a. All states parties shall be reviewed in the framework of the round and in accordance with the same criteria and procedures;

b. The questionnaire shall be the same for all states parties; and

c. All reports on the states parties shall have the same structure.

2. Functional equivalence

The Committee shall review the measures taken by a state party to implement the specific provisions of the Convention to determine whether those measures seek to achieve the obligations and purposes of the Convention.

In that connection, the Committee shall review the information taking account of the specific legal system and legal context of each state party.
/  It shall not seek to determine whether measures are uniform among the various states, but shall instead evaluate the equivalence of the measures in achieving the expressed purposes.
3. Strengthening of cooperation
In accordance with this criterion, the information received shall be reviewed, always bearing in mind that the purposes of both the Convention and the MESECVI include promoting, facilitating, and strengthening cooperation among the states parties in the prevention, punishment, and eradication of violence against women.
/

B.
SPECIFIC CRITERIA

The evaluation of the implementation in a state party of the selected provisions shall be conducted based on the following specific criteria:

1.
Status of implementation of the Convention

In accordance with this criterion, the Committee shall evaluate the progress made and shall identify the areas, if any, where progress needs to be made in implementing the Convention. 


2.
The existence of a legal framework, its provisions, and/or other measures

In accordance with this criterion, the Committee shall determine whether the state party has a legal framework and other measures in place for implementation of the Convention.  


3.
Adequacy of the legal framework and/or other measures

If a state party has a legal framework and other measures for implementation of the Convention, it shall be determined whether they are appropriate to promote the purposes of the Convention:  to prevent, punish, and eradicate violence against women.

4.
Results of the legal framework and/or other measures

In accordance with this criterion, the initial evaluation shall seek to review to what extent objective results have been generated by application of the legal framework and of other existing measures in a state party related to the implementation of the provisions of the Convention that are under review.

IV. THEMATIC AREAS FOR REVIEW

The evaluation of the selected provisions of the Convention to be considered in the first round shall take account of the following thematic areas:

a.
Legislation

b.
Access to justice

c.
National budget
d.
Information and statistics
In successive rounds, the Committee will determine which topics will be studied. 

V.  SOURCES OF INFORMATION


The evaluation of the implementation of the provisions selected shall be conducted based on the replies to the questionnaire provided by the respective state party, documents presented by civil society organizations in accordance with the provisions of the Statute
/ and the Rules of Procedure of the Committee, and any other pertinent information that may be obtained by the experts, for example, by the principal delegates of the member states to the Inter-American Commission of Women.

VI. EVALUATION PROCEDURE

In evaluating implementation in the states parties of the selected provisions of the Convention, the Committee shall follow the procedure established in its Rules of Procedure, in implementation of the provisions of the Statute of the MESECVI.
/
VII. WORKING GROUPS


To implement the evaluation procedure, the Committee shall meeting in working subgroups.

a.
The subgroups shall be established taking into account the legal tradition of the states reviewed, subregional representation, and the working language of the experts.

b.
Each subgroup shall designate a subgroup coordinator and an alternate, who shall organize communications among its members.  He or she shall also serve as a point of contact with the Secretariat of the Committee.
c.
Tasks shall be distributed on an equitable basis.

VIII. COUNTRY REPORTS


The Committee’s evaluation of each country report shall:

a.
Refer to each of the thematic areas into which the report is divided, having regard to the provisions whose implementation is under review;
/
b.
Be up to 20 pages in length;

c.
Identify the progress made and the areas, if any, where progress needs to be made in implementation of the Convention and shall make recommendations to the state party to take such actions as may be necessary; and
d.
Be sufficiently detailed and specific to permit follow-up of progress.
IX.  FINAL REPORT


Upon conclusion of a full evaluation round, the Committee shall adopt a final report, which shall include:

a.
The country reports;

b.
The observations of the states parties on the country reports, in accordance with the procedure set out in the Rules of Procedure of the Committee; and
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c.
A comprehensive general evaluation that identifies strengths and weaknesses in the implementation of the Convention (hemispheric report).  In that framework, it shall contain, inter alia, conclusions and recommendations of the Committee intended to strengthen hemispheric cooperation.
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�.	Article 6.2.b, Statute of the MESECVI.


�.	Article 8.1.a, Statute of the MESECVI.


�.	Article 1.1, Statute of the MESECVI.


�.	Article 9, Statute of the MESECVI.


�.	Article 2 in fine, Statute of the MESECVI.


�.	Article 8.i of the Convention; Articles 1.1.c., 3.1.d, and 10.4 of the Statute of the MESECVI.


�.	Article 10.2, Statute of the MESECVI.


�.	Art. 8, Statute of the MESECVI.


�.	See Section IV of this document.
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