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I. Background
Article 11.1 of the Statute of the Mechanism to Follow Up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women – Convention of Belém do Pará (hereafter MESECVI), established that the Mechanism’s activities should be financed by a specific fund, created for that purpose.

This fund may receive contributions from the States Parties to the Convention; from the OAS Member States who are not party to the Convention; the permanent observers; international financial organizations; other external resources and any other contribution that may be received in accordance with the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat of the OAS
.

It should be noted that while this fund has received contributions ever since its creation in 2004, the Conference of States Parties has so far not exercised the option assigned to it by Article 11.2 of the Statute of the Mechanism, to make contributions to the fund.
Moreover, Article 12 of the Rules of Procedure of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI (hereafter CEVI) under Article 11.1 of the Statute provides for a solidarity subfund to be created to ensure the participation of the Experts from countries that, in exceptional circumstances, cannot finance their participation.


This means that, in accordance with its Rules of Procedure, the MESECVI has two sources of funding: the specific fund and solidarity subfund.

Both the report of the CEVI presented to the Third Conference of States Parties (MESECVI-III/doc.58/11), as well as research conducted by the Latin American Team on Justice and Gender (ELA) (MESECVI-III/INF 14/11) highlighted the need for States Parties to ensure the timely participation of all the experts. However, on occasion, the lack of financial resources has prevented the participation of some Experts in the meetings. This significantly reduces the chances of having the necessary quorum, as well as receiving input and having adequate geographical representation of the sub-regions in the CEVI meetings.

With that in mind, the Third Conference of States Parties, held in Antigua, Guatemala, on March 24-25, 2011, adopted agreement 8, in which it requested that the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS) establish and administer the solidarity sub-fund in accordance with Article 11
 of the Statute of MESECVI and Article 12 of the Rules of Procedure of the CEVI
. To this end, it requested that the Technical Secretariat prepare draft Rules of Procedure for the operation of the fund, for the consideration of the States Parties.
The attached draft Rules of Procedure aim to regulate the administration of, as well as the process for submitting assistance requests to the Solidarity Subfund, and also the process for reporting on Fund's activities to the Secretariat and donors.
RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE SOLIDARITY SUBFUND OF THE COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS OF THE MECHANISM TO FOLLOW UP ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION ON THE PREVENTION, PUNISHMENT AND ERADICATION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN – CONVENTION OF BELÉM DO PARÁ

I. DEFINITIONS AND PURPOSES OF THE RULES OF PROCEUDRE
Article 1: For the purposes of these Rules of Procedure:

a. “Convention” refers to the Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women – Convention of Belém do Pará.
b. “MESECVI” refers to the Mechanism to Follow Up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women – Convention of Belém do Pará.

c. “CEVI” refers to the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI.
d. “Subfund” refers to the Solidarity Subfund of the CEVI.
Article 2: These Rules of Procedure shall govern the administration of the Subfund of the CEVI, established under Article 11.1 of the Statute of the MESECVI and Article 12 of Rules of Procedure of the CEVI, with the purpose to finance the participation of the Expert of any State Party that communicates its difficulty to attend. 
II. ADMINISTRATION AND RESOURCES
Article 3: The Permanent Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), in its capacity as Secretariat of the MESECVI, shall be responsible for the administration and financial management of the Subfund, in accordance with the rules and procedures of the Organization of the American States (OAS).

Article 4: Situations not provided for in these Rules of Procedure, and that are not contemplated by the Statute of the MESECVI, the Rules of Procedure of the CEVI, the Charter of the OAS or the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat of the OAS, may be resolved by the Presidency and the Vice-Presidencies of the Conference of States Parties of the MESECVI.

Article 5: The Subfund may receive contributions from the States Parties to the Convention, the OAS Member States not party to the Convention, the permanent observers, international financial organizations, other external resources and any other source of contribution that is in accordance with the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat of the OAS.

III. PROCEDURE TO REQUEST ASSISTANCE FROM THE SUBFUND
Article 6: In accordance with Article 2 of the Rules of Procedure of the CEVI, each State Party shall finance the participation of its expert on CEVI activities.
Article 7:  In the event that any State Party, under special circumstances, cannot finance the participation of its expert in any regular meetings, assistance from the Secretariat of MESECVI may be requested for this purpose.
Article 8: To request this assistance, the State shall send written notice to the Secretary of MESECVI, at least three weeks prior to the meeting.
Article 9: The Secretariat of the MESECVI shall review all applications from states taking into account the following criteria:

a. Special circumstances faced by the state, contained in the application;

b. Availability of funds at the time of the application;

c. Equitable geographical distribution of funds, unless the donor requests specific assignment of funds;
d. Active participation of the appointed Expert during the sessions of the CEVI and in his/her country;

e. Complementary funds that could be provided by the country according to their financial capacity to cover part of the participation of its expert.; and,

f. Prior assistance from the Sub-fund in the last meeting. 

Article 10: Upon receiving the request, the Secretariat of MESECVI shall consider said request and inform the State of the nature of assistance that can be provided. 

IV. FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT
Article 11: The costs of administering the Subfund shall be covered by the same Subfund in accordance with the rules and procedures governing the General Secretariat of the OAS.

Article 12: The Secretariat of the MESECVI, in consultation with the Secretariat for Administration and Finance (SAF) shall present an annual report to the donors and the States Parties, reflecting the activities of the Subfund, the contributions received during that year and its financial situation.
Article 13: The Subfund’s account shall be subject to the annual audit carried out by the OAS General Secretariat, and the results shall be presented in the annual report of the Board of External Auditors.

V.  AMENDMENTS
Article 14:  These rules can be revoked or amended by a motion supported by the majority of the States Parties to the Convention of Belém do Pará.
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� Statute of the MESECVI - Article 11  Resources


11.1 The activities of the follow-up mechanism shall be financed by a specific fund established for this purpose, consisting of contributions from states parties to the Convention, states that are not parties to the Convention, permanent observer states, and international financial agencies, other external resources, and any other contribution it may receive in accordance with the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States.  These contributions may include offers from states parties to organize and host meetings of the Mechanism’s organs.  


11.2 The Conference of States Parties may establish criteria for determining regular contributions.





� Rules of Procedure of the CEVI - Article 12. Financing. Voluntary Contributions and Solidarity Subfund 


Committee activities shall be financed in accordance to Article 11.1 of the Statute, which establishes a specific fund. 


In the framework of Article 11.1 of the Statute, a solidarity subfund shall be set up to ensure the participation of experts from countries that, owing to special circumstances, are unable to finance their participation.  Said solidarity subfund will be managed by the Secretariat of MESECVI. 


States and/or organizations making voluntary financial and technical contributions, and contributions in kind, should clearly indicate what those funds should be used for.  Also, additional resources will be identified with the support of international cooperation agencies and/or multilateral organizations.





