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OF THE SECOND MULTILATERAL EVALUATION ROUND OF THE MESECVI

(Saint Vincent and the Grenadines)

I. LEGISLATION
1. How has the Convention of Belém do Pará been incorporated in your country’s legislation?  Can it be applied directly or is a specific mechanism for incorporating it into the country’s law necessary?  In the latter case, has that mechanism been utilized? If not, why?

The Convention of Belem do Para has not been incorporated into the legislation of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines. 

At present, the Criminal Code Cap 124, of the 1990 Revised Laws of Saint Vincent deals with sexual offences (Chapter VIII), offences against the person (Chapter XI) and abduction, kidnapping and similar crimes (Chapter XII) is available. Additionally, there is the Domestic Violence (Summary Proceedings) Act 1995, Act No. 13 of 1995.which is a specific mechanism for incorporating into the laws of St Vincent.

In order for the Convention to be incorporated into the laws of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines an act would have to be passed in order to implement the provisions of the Convention. The Domestic Violence (Summary Proceedings) Act represents an important measure in the fulfillment of this Convention.  

There is a critical need for a review of all legislation to assess their conformity with the Convention.  

2. Are there any provisions in your national law that define violence against women, distinguishing it from intra-family, family, or domestic violence and that include as components:

a) Action, failure to act or conduct against women because of their condition as women? 

b) That results in death, injury, or suffering?

c) That said injury or suffering is physical, sexual, or psychological?
d) That the victims are women, girls, and female adolescents? 

e) That this takes place in both the public and the private sphere?

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about, the dates of its adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include such provisions in national law?
/
The Domestic Violence (Summary Proceedings) Act 1995, which came into force on the 17th October 1995, provides protection by means of summary proceedings in cases involving domestic violence and deals with other ancillary matters. The Criminal Procedure Code deals with specific offences against women, girls and female adolescents, namely rape, intercourse with a girl under thirteen, intercourse with a girl under fifteen, intercourse with a defective, and prostitution, incest. It does not matter whether it takes place in both the public and the private sphere.
The injuries dealt with by these Acts are physical and sexual injuries. The legislation does not deal with psychological injuries.

The law defines domestic violence as: “any acts of violence be it physical, sexual, emotional,  verbal, or financial abuse committed privately or publicly, between current or former partners in an intimate relationship. In addition violent acts committed against persons with disabilities, the elderly, children, sibling and other individuals.”
3. Do your civil and criminal legislation and administrative procedures contain any provisions that prevent, punish and eradicate  the following forms of violence:

a) Physical violence?
b) Psychological violence?
c) Sexual violence? 
d) Patrimonial or economic violence?
e) Other types of violence? Please specify: …………….

If yes, kindly provide:

· The information about the dates of its adoption and entry into force, the text itself and the relevant legal articles defining rape.

· Whether the perpetrators include individuals and government agents
/
· Whether there is any form of reparation for the victims.
As previously stated, the Domestic Violence (Summary Proceedings) Act 1995, which came into force on the 17th October 1995 provides protection by means of summary proceedings in cases involving domestic violence, the Criminal Code Cap 124 of the 1990 Revised Laws of Saint Vincent deals with sexual offences. The perpetrators include any person who commits the offence. The legislation does not deal with reparation.

4. Does the legislation contain provisions on the prevention and punishment of domestic and international trafficking in persons, especially women?  Are those provisions consistent with the Palermo Protocol and is trafficking in persons regulated differently from forced prostitution?

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself.

If not, which measures have been taken to include such provisions in national law?
/

The legislation which deals with trafficking in women is the Criminal Code Cap 124. Section 201 states any person who abducts any person with the intent to cause him to be taken out of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines is liable to imprisonment for fourteen years. The term “him” includes females. This section is different to the sections dealing with prostitution.

5. Does the legislation contain provisions on the prevention and punishment of forced prostitution? Are these provisions consistent with the Rome Statute, which established the International Criminal Court, and do they address forced prostitution separately from trafficking in persons, especially women?

The Criminal Code Cap 124 of the 1990 Revised Laws of Saint Vincent does not speak specific to “forced prostitution”. It deals with causing or encouraging prostitution, detention in a brothel. These provisions were in place before the Rome Statute.

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the date of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

Article 6: Traffic in women and prostitution; States Parties shall take all appropriate measures, including legislation, to suppress all forms of traffic in women and exploitation or prostitution of women. It must be noted that whilst prostitution is prohibited under Section 285 (d) of the Criminal Code no data has been recorded of convictions under the law.
If not, which measures have been taken to include such provisions in national law?
/
6. Is sexual harassment punishable in the following spheres?

a) In the workplace?
b) In health?

c) In education?
d) Anywhere else? Please specify: …………………………
If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself, including the type of sanctions. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include it in national law?
/
The Criminal Code Cap 124 of the 1990 Revised Laws of Saint Vincent deals with indecent assault. There is no provision dealing specifically with sexual harassment.

7. Has sexual violence within marriage and common-law unions been defined as a specific crime? Please indicate whether:
a) Rape within marriage and common-law unions has been criminalized.

b) Other forms of sexual violence within marriage and common-law unions have been criminalized.

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include this crime in national law?
/

The laws of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines do not recognize common law marriages although the Domestic Violence (Summary Proceedings) Act 1995 states that a “common law spouse” in relation to a person, means someone of the opposite sex who is living with that person as husband or wife although not legally married to that person. Rape will be prosecuted under the Criminal Code. Prior to its passage in 1995, the only available means of redress for women was under the  Domestic Violence and Matrimonial Proceedings Act an Act passed by Parliament in 1984 which gave the High Court jurisdiction to grant injunctions against an abusive spouse and to give an abused partner matrimonial rights.   In this Act Spouse was defined as a man and woman living in the same household as husband and wife.   The Domestic Violence (Summary Proceedings) Act for the first time gave unmarried persons or those in a “common law union” the right to apply for a much broader range of orders in situations of domestic violence.  It therefore corrected the discrimination inherent in the situation where only married persons could apply for protection and relief in such situations.  In addition, it allowed greater access to this relief by placing the implementation of the law within the jurisdiction of the Family Court, which is a court of first instance and therefore less costly to access.  
One outstanding issue which can be considered discriminatory still remains to be addressed within the context of the Domestic Violence (Summary Proceedings) Act. It does not provide for applications from women who are in “visiting unions”, that is, those 10.7% of the population whom the 2001 Census describe as not residing together or are not sharing a household.  This matter remains to be examined and tested before the Courts as being contrary to Section 13 (1) of the Constitution. 
8. Is there a provision in your legislation that explicitly bans the use of conciliation, mediation, or any other method that seeks an extrajudicial settlement to violence against women, girls, and female adolescents?  

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, indicate whether substantive or procedural law or jurisprudence provides for any of these methods and which steps have been taken for their repeal.
/
The laws of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines do not explicitly ban the use of conciliation, mediation, or any other method that seeks an extrajudicial settlement to violence against women, girls, and female adolescents. Such practices are discouraged and can be prosecuted under Chapter VI of the Criminal Code Cap 124 which deals with offences relating to the administration of justice.
9. Are there any provisions that criminalize femicide?
/ In case not, are the elements of femicide considered as aggravating circumstances of homicide?

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include this in national law?
/
The laws of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines do not have provisions that criminalize femicide. The murder of a female is dealt with under Chapter XI of the Criminal Code Cap 124 which deals with offence against the person.

10. Are there provisions in your national legislation that criminalize violence against women perpetrated by the State?  In this regard, are there provisions in your legislation that:
a) Punish sexual violence in armed conflicts?
/
b) Punish violence such as torture, war crimes, and crimes against humanity?
/
c) Punish violence against women committed in hospitals, educational establishments, prisons and other State institutions?

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include these crimes in national law?

The laws of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines do not have specific provisions that criminalize violence against women perpetrated by the State. If a female believes her rights have been violated by the State she can seek redress in the High Court. Given its history and socio-cultural development, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines has inherited some legislation which is discriminatory in scope.  However not all of these laws have been reviewed to fully understand the extent of the discrimination.  During the period under review, the then Department of Women’s Affairs took the lead in promoting the passage of the  Domestic Violence (Summary Proceedings) Act  which has  directly  modify the impact of practices which are considered discriminatory.
11. Are there any provisions to protect sexual and reproductive rights of women? 

a)
Are there provisions that criminalize obstetric violence?
/
b)
Punish public functionaries who prevent women, girls, and female adolescents from taking proper care of their sexual and reproductive health?
/
c)
Are there any provisions decriminalizing abortion as a result of rape?

d)
Are there any provisions decriminalizing therapeutic abortion?

e)
Are there any provisions to punish forced sterilization?

f)
Are there any provisions to punish artificial insemination without consent?

g) Are there any provisions that guarantee the free access of women to emergency contraceptives? 

h)
Are there any provisions that guarantee emergency prophylactic care and treatment of HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases especially in cases of sexual violence? 

i)
How do you guarantee the exercise of these rights?

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include these provisions in national law?

The State of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines has never had a case of obstetric violence, public functionaries preventing women, girls, and female adolescents from taking proper care of their sexual and reproductive health, in fact there are programs that encourage such care. Section 149 of the Criminal Code Cap 124 allows for therapeutic abortion and abortion as a result of rape or incest as long as the procedure occurs in a hospital or other establishment approved for that purpose by the Chief Medical Officer. In the case of a therapeutic abortion two medical officers must have formed the opinion that the pregnancy involved great risk to the physical and mental health of the pregnant woman.

Any sterilization has to be requested and /or approved by the person affected. In cases where the woman is married the hospital requires the husband to agree to the process. Additionally, according to the age of the woman involved sterilization can be refused if it thought not to be in the best interest of the person.

In most cases artificial insemination is not done in Saint Vincent and the Grenadines. While there is no specific law that guarantees emergency prophylactic care and treatment of HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases especially in cases of sexual violence, there cases are always treated with urgency and in the fight against HIV/AIDS, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines has move towards adopting a mutli-faceted approach which includes education, health information, services and treatment.

12. Are there national awareness campaigns to disseminate information on women’s rights, specifically the Convention of Belem do Para?

Instruments of Accession to the Convention on the Elimination of All forms of Discrimination against Women were deposited  by Saint Vincent and the Grenadines on August 4th , 1981.   By becoming a State Party to the Convention, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines joined with over one hundred and sixty countries in the most comprehensive and broad-ranging document dealing with women’s rights.
The legal system in St. Vincent and the Grenadines is equally available to women where they are of the view that they have been discriminated against.  Legal action may be instituted within the context of a specific law or generally within the framework of Section 16 of the Constitution.  
Based on the conviction that the adoption of a CONVENTION ON THE PREVENTION, PUNISHMENT AND ERADICATION OF ALL FORMS OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN within the frame work of the OAS is a positive contribution to protecting the rights of women and eliminating violence against them, that programmes were placed to address them.
During the week  of May 31st, 2002 the anniversary of St. Vincent and the Grenadines ratification of the Convention  radio programmes are  held to  highlighted the Convention and critical articles and spell out the responsibilities of the Convention.
Copies of the Convention has been circulated to the persons in law enforcement, inter-ministerial focal points and policy makers such as

New minister with responsibility of Social Development


Director of Social Services



Permanent Secretary



Ministry with responsibility for Public Service and the Security



Commissioner of Police



Minister with responsibility for Security

At a consultation organized by the Gender Affairs Department legal practitioner outlined the implication of the Convention for the work of the department.

CAFRA in conjunction with a local Committee and local counterparts have spearheaded and implemented a series of educational programmes aimed at making policy makers, police, social workers and implementers aware of policies to prevent, punish and eradicate against women.

Women who have been subjected to violence can get counselling via government and non-government agencies.

II.
NATIONAL PLANS
13.
Is there a national Plan/Action/Strategy for the prevention, punishment, and eradication of violence against women?  Does it address all forms of violence against women?  Are evaluations conducted regarding its implementation and any problems in that regard?

If such a program exists: 

a) when was it established? 

b) what period does it cover?

c) how it is executed and evaluated? 

d) how is it disseminated and promoted? 

e) has there been a multisectoral approach in which  government institutions and civil society participate in drawing up the plans?

f) are there any penalties for failing to comply with national plans?

If not, which measures have been taken to establish one?
/

The fourth World Conference on Women held in Beijing, China in September 1995, which looked at among other things factors which impede the advancement of women, adopted a Platform for Action on twelve Critical Areas of Concern. St. Vincent and the Grenadines Governments in turn accepted five of these areas as critical to the region and committed itself to programme for these. Domestic Violence was one of these critical areas.

Prior to the Beijing World Conference, in August 1981, St. Vincent and the Grenadines signed the CEDAW Convention.  This convention has come to be called the Bill of Rights for women. In May 1996 St. Vincent and the Grenadines again ratified the Convention of Belem Do Para. These two Conventions enforced that SVG responds to the obligations outlined.

St. Vincent and the Grenadines in response to its obligations has changed the legal framework surrounding Domestic Violence and has introduced several pieces of legislations to address the issue.  

Definition of Domestic Violence: The law defines domestic violence as:
“any acts of violence be it  physical, sexual, emotional,  verbal, or financial abuse committed privately or publicly, between current or former partners in an intimate relationship. In addition violent acts committed against persons with disabilities, the elderly, children, sibling and other individuals.”

However through a consultative process with the Intersectoral Committee the following working definition was designed.

The objectives were to sensitize the general public on the negative effects of domestic violence, the laws on domestic violence  and where help can be found , also to educate the public on the: Psychological / emotional effect, Social effects, Economic effects, Physical, Sexual abuse and its effect. The Strategies used are Early Detection, Prevention, Awareness, Data Collection, Implementation & monitoring

Throughout the years 2007 to 2009, the Gender Affairs Divisions of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines  instituted a series of interventions aimed at; reducing gender based violence, poverty, addressing HIV/AIDS, sexual and reproductive health, strengthening legislative reform and gender responsive social policies. These areas will remain key targets of their work plan for 2010-2011.

14.
Is the topic of violence against women addressed in the following national plans/plans of action/strategies on:

a)
education 
b)
employment and income

c) 
poverty eradication?

d) 
gender equity and equality?
e)
health?

f) 
HIV / AIDS?
g)
public security/crime prevention?

h)
other? Please specify: ……………………………..

In the event it is addressed, kindly describe how violence against women is addressed in those plans/plans of actions/strategies.  If not, which measures have been taken to implement it?
/
The Government of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines continues to take measures, within the context of its limited resources for the full functioning of the main body the Gender Affairs Division, referred to heretofore, which was established for the integration of women into national development.

Special measures adopted to accelerate equality are the continued maintenance of Maternity Leave provisions as described in the Initial, Second and Third Report under Article 11.  These include benefits provided under The National Insurance Scheme Legislation, the Wages Regulation as well as under individual collective agreements negotiated by various Trade Unions.  There is still no comprehensive Maternity Leave Legislation.

Other Special Measures include:  

· Issuing of free Anti-retroviral drugs to combat mother to child transmission of HIV infection;

· The development by the Gender Affairs Department in collaboration with the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports of a programme for continuing education for Teenage mothers.

· Provision of training to Police Officers in the areas of management of Domestic Violence cases to enable them to deal more sensitively with women in these matters.

· No quotas have been instituted for the inclusion of women in public office or in other areas. 

· The promotion of National HIV/AIDS awareness campaigns which provide information to girls and women  about the importance of self-education on issues relating to their sexual health and promoting the principles of women’s responsibility for choices made in relation to sexual habits.  

15.
Are there plans to offer training (not isolated or sporadic training sessions) to the following on the topic of violence against women, women’s rights, in the framework of the Convention of Belem do Para:

a) Lawmakers?
b) Justice system personnel (judges, prosecutors, paralegals, special family violence units in the police force and other public functionaries)?
c) Health system personnel?
d) Educators?
e) Military and police forces?
f) Women’s social and community-based organizations 
g) Specialized units to deal with violence?
h) Others?  Please specify………………………………..
If such training exists, describe their characteristics and the topics considered, and indicate how frequently they are held.  If not, which measures have been taken to include them?
/
Measures taken by the Government of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines in partnership with civil society organizations to address this issue includes the implementation of training programmes for police.-

Based on the conviction that the adoption of a Convention on the prevention, punishment and eradication of all forms of violence against women within the framework of the OAS is a positive contribution to protecting the rights of women and eliminating violence against them, that programmes were put in place to address them: 
· The police Public Relation (Domestic Violence Committee) continues to offer a high level of quality services to relate to them daily re women human rights. Island wide sessions were held to educate the vulnerable groups on dealing with issues with domestic violence.
· The reconstruction of the single counselling center 

· Sharing of disaggregated data and statistic relative to the cause and consequences of violence. 

· The role played by the family court in creating a positive on those victims and offenders of violence also serving as a spring board for the most vulnerable.

16.
Does the State promote the participation of civil society in:


a) 
Design of the Plan/Action/Strategy?


b) 
Monitoring and Evaluation of the Plan/Action/Strategy?

c) 
Execution of conjoint projects or collaboration in activitites? Please specify ..............


d) 
Others? Please specify......................

Saint Vincent and the Grenadine has had a long history of substantial contribution of civil society to national development.   Women have been involved in many organizations 
which have done much work both at the community level (community based organizations) and at the national level (Non-Governmental Organizations).   This has included the work of many service clubs and civic organizations affiliated to churches as 
well as those which have been local representatives of international organizations.
During the period under review, many civil society organizations experienced problems 
with sourcing funding for the continuing of their work and as a result many of them 
became dormant or reduced the scope and scale of their activities.  Notwithstanding, many still exist and carry on important activities in such areas as rural development, child care, counseling and youth organization 

Of major significance is the fact that in 2001 the Government established the National Economic and Social Development Council (NESDEC), comprised mainly of members of civil society organizations,  as a conduit for such organizations to contribute to policymaking  in the country and women are playing a very active role in this umbrella organization.

17.
Are there cooperation agreements with the media and publicity agencies to promote women rights and disseminate the contents of the Convention of Belem do Para?

During the week of May 31st the anniversary of St. Vincent and the Grenadines ratification of the Convention on an annual basis radio programmes are held. The radio programmes highlights the Convention and critical articles. It spelt out the responsibilities of the Convention.

III.
ACCESS TO JUSTICE

18. Has there been an increase in the number of entities in charge of receiving complaints of violence against women?  If so, identify the type of institution, on which date it occurred, how many were added and where they are located?  If not, indicate why that number did not increase and the measures taken in that regard.
/


Within the context of this Report an important part of the legal framework in Saint Vincent and the Grenadines is the Family Court. The Family Court in Saint Vincent and the Grenadines is headed by a President and is supported by ancillary staff comprising a social worker.  Its jurisdiction extends to any law which the Chief Justice of the OECS Supreme Court may confer on it. During the period under review the establishment of the Caribbean Court of Justice was being discussed with a view to enabling that Court to eventually becoming the final Court of Appeal.
19. 
Are there any administrative provision or others that ease access to justice for women and guarantee due process, such as:

a)
Specialized officers?   


b)
Private spaces?       Family Court (in camera hearings in the court room)

c)
Free legal services? Human Rights Association assists with legal representation if women cannot afford to pay a Lawyer.


d)
Interpreters in indigenous languages?

e)
Guidelines on confidentiality and data protection of the victim, her family and/or witnesses? There are counseling services offered by the Family Court hearing.


f)
Others? Please specify

Please also explain what measures are taken so that rural, indigenous and afro-descendent women can access to justice. 

Generally, women in St. Vincent and the Grenadines continue to enjoy equality with men before the law.  

Whilst, by virtue of Section 13 of the Constitution women are guaranteed equality before the law, there still remain some elements which serve to undermine this principle.  There still exists an anomaly in the law concerning the rights of women who are in unions other than marriage.  These unions constitute more than fifty percent of the existing unions. 

 Discriminatory provisions are related to their inability to approach the courts for equal protection and benefits as married women especially where their financial and property rights are concerned subsequent to the breakdown of the union. The existing legislation governs only the situations where persons are married.  

The situation relating to marital property and the division of such property after divorce gives rise to discrimination against women in Saint Vincent and the Grenadines.  Women who have worked within the home or have contributed less financially but who have contributed in raising children and discharging household duties often receive a smaller share of the proceeds of the marriage.  Women are in these situations afraid or unwilling to leave abusive relationships and the discriminatory situation continues.  

The courts in St. Vincent and the Grenadines are guided by the precedents set by legal 
decisions in similar cases tried in this jurisdiction or in other common law jurisdictions.  It 
is not often possible to apply the principles of equality applicable to other, more developed jurisdictions.  The factor which often supports the discrimination against women is the cost of pursuing such legal remedies which must be pursued in the High Courts as the lower courts are not entitled to hear them. In addition, there might be a need to appeal and this increases significantly the cost of seeking justice.  Many women 
become discouraged and disheartened at the length of time taken by the process, the cost and the general attitude of legal practitioners towards such type of cases, often 
considered a nuisance and not of serious merit. 

The issue of legal aid becomes significant if equality before the law is to be a reality.  

20. Which of the following mechanisms are in place for ensuring the effectiveness of measures to protect women, their relatives, and/or witnesses in cases of violence?

a) Funds for transportation?

b) Mechanisms for rescuing women? 
c) Change of identity?

d) Witness protection?

e) Clearance for leaving the country?

f) Secure networks for reference?

g) Others? Please specify…………………

Protection Orders are granted by the President of the Family Court in Domestic Violence cases. Also violence against women can be reported to the Police Authorities 

21. Are there assessments and studies on how much time it actually takes to provide protection orders after a complaint is reported? Are there statistics on how many and what type of protection orders were granted last year to women victims of violence as compared to the total number of protection orders requested?
/
In the context of Domestic Violence hearing, current court policy dictates that such applications should be served for hearing within seven to fifteen days of filing, given the gravity of such application. In the year 2008 there were 245 Protection Order cases filed, 228 were disposed (meaning a final decision or ruling was made by the President). Most of these cases heard are filed by women.

22.
Are there any protocols of care for women, girls, and female adolescents who are victims of violence, in the official language and in indigenous languages, for use by: 

a) The police and the staff of entities that receive complaints?

b) Prosecutors’ offices?

c) Health system personnel?

d) Others? Please specify …………………………

If such a protocol exists, kindly attach a copy.  If not, or if only an official language version exists, explain the measures taken to draft one and/or translate it.
/
Because the center is not fully operationalised the Protocols are in draft form and cannot be used because they are not yet approved.

23.
Do judges and prosecutors use the Convention of Belém do Pará and international human rights treaties in their judgments and rulings?  Has a study or an assessment been made of the use of these instruments in the work of judges and prosecutors? If such a study exists, please outline its main conclusions and/or the relevant judgments. 
The legal system is of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines is based on English Common Law.  The main implication of that for the implementation of the 
present Convention is that many of the laws found presently on the Statute Books were reproduced directly from English Laws and therefore contain many of the assumptions, prejudices and other factors which characterize English Law.  This must be borne in mind in consideration of the legislative framework of this country and this will continue to be a challenge to our promotion of the Convention until there is major reform of the legislation.  

The legal system is administered by a judiciary which has as the highest Judicial Body the Privy Council in England.  St. Vincent and the Grenadines shares, along with the other member states of the OECS, a Unified Supreme Court and Court of Appeal.  At the local level, magistrates conduct trials on civil and criminal matters falling within their jurisdiction under legislation passed by Parliament.  Within the context of this Report an important part of the legal framework in Saint Vincent and the Grenadines is the Family Court.  It was established in 1992 but commenced sitting only in 1995.  The Family Court in Saint Vincent and the Grenadines is headed by a President and is supported by ancillary staff comprising a social worker. Its jurisdiction extends to any law which the Chief Justice of the OECS Supreme Court may confer on it.     

24.
Are there studies or assessments on judges and prosecutors about: 

a)
the influence of stereotypes, prejudices, myths and customs in the prosecution of cases of violence against women; and how these affect the trial and/or the sentencing?

b)
If judges and other judiciary officers take into account or use negatively the personal history of the victim or her previous sexual experience in delivering the sentence?

If such a study exists, please outline its main conclusions and/or the relevant judgments.

During the review period the context for the manifestation of this behaviour continued to be analysed through ongoing research in order to better understand the social and cultural dynamics at work.   In this regard, it was very important for Saint Vincent and the Grenadines to have participated the OECS Domestic Violence and Family Law Reform Project, a project   which was initiated by the OECS Supreme Court during the review period.  This very comprehensive research project analysed in depth for the first time, many critical aspects of Family Law with a view to critiquing their implementation within 
the OECS countries.  It also analysed some of the causes of domestic violence in Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and other OECS countries and evaluated the impact and 
effectiveness of existing legislation as well as the social services available to meet the needs of women who have been affected by domestic violence.  

The recommendations of the Reports arising from this project were utilized as the basis of National Consultations in each OECS country, including Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and served to generate serious discussion in the public on the issues pertinent to the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women. The Government of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines as a member of the OECS, fully endorsed and supported the project.  The staff of the Ministry of Social Development was involved in the process of National Consultations.   

The main findings which emerged from the research was that  the Domestic Violence (Summary Proceedings ) Act, represented  a major breakthrough for women in that it provided for the first time in the history of the country an effective and affordable remedy for women who were subject to domestic violence. Notwithstanding, it was also discovered that certain aspects of the implementation of the Act required urgent attention.  For example, whilst the Act provides for the issuance of Protection Orders and Occupation Orders to women who are found to be victims of domestic violence, there are no penalties for breach of an Occupation Order.  In addition the tendency has been for breach of Protection Orders to be treated lightly although the law provides for stringent penalties these have not been often enforced to the full extent of the Law. No measures have yet been taken to address the above situation in relation to Occupation Orders.   This matter has to be addressed by an amendment of the legislation.  

IV.
SPECIALIZED SERVICES

25.
Has the number of government (not civil society) shelters and integrated support centers for women victims of violence and their children increased over the past four years?  If so, please indicate how many have been added and where they are located.  If not, what measures have been taken to increase their number and when are the new shelters and support centers expected to begin to operate?
/
The Crisis Center first surfaced as a government initiative in 2002, followed by varied steps towards its operationalizing which officially commenced in late 2009. The center is a residential facility for domestic violence abused women and their children that ensures they are counselled, rehabilitated and empowered in a secured environment.

26.
Over the past four years has the coverage of free specialized services provided by the government (not civil society) expanded and/or been enhanced, for example:

a)
Free pre-trial legal counsel?

b)
Free legal counsel during trials?

c)
Free 24-hour national telephone hotlines?

d) Health care programs, including Sexual health programs and services for legal interruption of pregnancy? 

e)
Psychological counseling, therapy, support and self-help groups?

f)
Other? Please specify …………………………….

If they have increased and/or enhanced, please explain how.  If not, explain why and the measures taken to ensure such an increase and/or enhance.
/
The courts in St. Vincent and the Grenadines are guided by the precedents set by legal decisions in similar cases tried in this jurisdiction or in other common law jurisdictions. It is not often possible to apply the principles of equality applicable to other, more developed jurisdictions.  The factor which often supports the discrimination against women is the cost of pursuing such legal remedies which must be pursued in the High Courts as the lower courts are not entitled to hear them. In addition, there might be a need to appeal and this increase significantly the cost of seeking justice.  Many 
women become discouraged and disheartened at the length of time taken by the process, the cost and the general attitude of legal practitioners towards such type of cases, often considered a nuisance and not of serious merit. 

The issue of legal aid becomes significant if equality before the law is to be a reality.  

27.
Are there information campaigns for the promotion of these services among women? 

28.
Have existing services mentioned in questions 25 and 26, as well as client satisfaction been evaluated?  If so, describe the results of those evaluations and the measures taken by the State to comply with the recommendations and improve services.  If not, describe the measures being taken to conduct an evaluation this year.
/
V.
BUDGET
/
29.
In the past four years, what percentage of the national budget has been allocated to programs to combat violence against women (not only family or domestic violence)? Please specify if the source of such allocations are public funds, private funding or international cooperation. 
                          2007- 0.040%



2008-0.029%



2009- 0.029%



2010- 0.025%

                         All public funds

30.
In the past four years, what percentage of the annual national budget has been allocated to:

a)
Women’s police stations, prosecutors or other entities that receive complaints?

b)
Training of functionaries?

c)
Specialized services: women’s shelters, free help hotlines, free legal advisory services, free legal counsel, and free psychological counseling? 

d)
Campaigns to prevent violence against women?

e)
Health services for women affected by violence nationwide?

f)
Other? Please specify

At the time of reporting this 

VI.
INFORMATION AND STATISTICS

31.
In the past four years, has the State conducted studies and research on violence against women and/or implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará in your country?  If so, present the main conclusions of those studies and indicate whether any type of follow-up has taken place at the national level. If not, which measures have been taken to conduct them?

32.
In the past four years, which activities have taken place to promote and support research on violence against women, in coordination with civil society organizations and with academic institutions in your country?
/
33.
In the past four years, have surveys been periodically conducted on: 

a)
Violence against women? 

b)
Women’s understanding of their rights? 

c)
Women’s familiarity with the public services available, in the event that they are victims of violence?

d)
Other? Please specify

If such surveys have been conducted, indicate whether the survey interviewers were given prior training on the topic and the methodology used, and report on the survey results. If not, report on measures taken to conduct such a survey.
/

At present no known surveys have been conducted.

34.
Have publicly accessible records been kept of the number and characteristics of reports or cases of violence against women (not only family, intra-family, or domestic violence) by:

a)
The police and other entities that receive complaints?

b)
The courts and prosecutors’ offices?

c)
Health care services?

d)
Other? Please specify.

If these records are kept, report on the number of complaints received each year and on any other data collected on the victim, disaggregated by age, geographical location, ethnicity, marital status, educational level, occupation and relationship to the aggressor.  If not, report on the measures taken to establish these records.
/

Records are kept on the number of complaints received each year, however, the data is not disaggregated. In the Family Courts records are kept systematically, chronologically and categorically. It’s important to mention that filings of document are updated and although the information is not disaggregated, information that is not recorded can be obtained by checking individual files.  Discussion by the Gender Affairs Division with a Family Courts Counsellor has revealed that efforts would be made to have data more disaggregated and gender responsive.

35.
Is any information from the past four years available on:

a)
The number of women victims of violence each year by age, marital status, type of violence, and geographic location?  No
b)
The number of cases of violence against women that were prosecuted as compared to the total number of complaints of violence against women? No in the case of the police but yes in the case of the Family Court.

c)
The number of convictions for violence against women as compared to the total number of complaints?  No in the case of the police but yes in the case of the Family Court.

d)
The number of women victims of femicide
/ each year by age, marital status, and geographical location?  2009 -3,   2008 - 5, 2007- 7, 2006-4.
e)
The number of convictions for femicide as compared to the total number of cases recorded? 2008-2, 2007-3, 2006-2
f)
Other? Please specify .

If such information is available, kindly provide figures. If not, explain the measures taken to obtain such figures in the future.
/
As it relate to a, b and c no such data is processed in such form, however the number of femicides are available. A template has been developed and lodged at the police 

36.
Is there any mechanism or body for coordination between the institutions for women/gender and the public entities that draw up and compile national statistics, to improve the compilation of data on violence against women?  If such a mechanism or body exists, please explain which one, its purpose and functions.
/

Yes, the Statistical office works in close collaboration with the Gender Affairs Division draw up and compile national statistics, to improve the compilation of data on violence against women.  Its:
· Mission Statement

To facilitate informed decision-making through the provision of high quality, relevant, user-oriented and dynamic statistical services by coordinating Statistical activities and promoting the adherence to Statistical standards.

· Vision statement
To be the premier provider of statistical information, committed to being a learning and innovative organization, well staffed by trained personnel and aiming to provide timely and reliable Statistical information.

· Objectives 

To collect, compile and analyse statistical information relative to the agricultural, commercial, industrial, financial, social and general activities and condition of the inhabitants of St. Vincent and the Grenadines.
To provide local, regional and international organizations with timely statistical data.

To conduct surveys and censuses.


FINAL REPORT ON SAINT VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES

ANALYSIS OF THE RESPONSE OF THE GOVERNMENT OF

SAINT VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES
TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE FOR EVALUATION OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION ON THE PREVENTION, PUNISHMENT
AND ERADICATION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN,
“CONVENTION OF BELÉM DO PARÁ”

A. OVERVIEW 

1. Achievements 

The Government of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines signed and ratified the Convention of Belém do Pará in May 1996. The Government has put in place a number of measures that can assist with the elimination of violence against women. Although the Convention of Belém do Pará has not been incorporated into the legislation, the Criminal Code Cap 124 in the 1990 Revised Laws of Saint Vincent and the Domestic Violence (Summary Proceedings) Act 1995 cover some of the related issues.

The Family Court in Saint Vincent and the Grenadines is a key institution in ensuring access to justice for women who have experienced violence.  It was established in 1995 and handles all domestic cases. Mechanisms offered by this court which help to ease access to justice by women include in camera hearings and counseling services.

2. Obstacles

Although the report was generally comprehensive, there were some challenges. Some sections of the report were not clear while the responses to others were incomplete. For example, the response to Question 30 was an incomplete sentence. Two questions and some sub-questions were not answered at all. In some cases, the answers were not relevant to the question.

Some remaining obstacles to the implementation of the Convention are in the area of legislation which should be reviewed to get a better overall picture of progress; more awareness building campaigns for women about their rights under the Convention of Belém do Pará and other relevant conventions ratified by Saint Vincent and the Grenadines; definition of violence against women; a national plan/strategy on violence against women or that includes violence against women; ongoing training of the relevant authorities; legal aid for those who cannot afford the cost of legal services; legislation to include women in juniors other than marriage and visiting unions in particular and legislation dealing with sexual harassment. 

B. EVALUATION

I. Legislation

13. How has the Convention of Belém do Pará been incorporated in your country’s legislation?  Can it be applied directly or is a specific mechanism for incorporating it into the country’s law necessary?  In the latter case, has that mechanism been utilized? If not, why?

Although the Convention has not been incorporated into Saint Vincent’s legislation, some of its areas are addressed in the Criminal Code Cap 124 of the 1990 Revised Laws which covers general offences as well as specific offences against women, girls and female adolescents as well as the Domestic Violence (Summary Proceedings Act) 1995.

The Criminal Code appears to be very comprehensive and covers offences against the person; abduction; kidnapping; sexual offences such as rape, intercourse with underage females; incest; prostitution; and indecent assault. However, Saint Vincent’s report recommends and the Expert endorses that all legislation should be reviewed to assess conformity to the Convention.

14. Are there any provisions in your national law that define violence against women, distinguishing it from intra-family, family, or domestic violence and that include as components:

a) Action, failure to act or conduct against women because of their condition as women? 

b) That results in death, injury, or suffering?

c) That said injury or suffering is physical, sexual, or psychological?

d) That the victims are women, girls, and female adolescents? 

e) That this takes place in both the public and the private sphere?

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about, the dates of its adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include such provisions in national law?
The report provides information on the definition of domestic violence in the legislation but nothing on the definition of violence against women. It is probably safe to say that this is not defined in the legislation. As a result, although the Criminal Code is comprehensive and has expanded the range of offences, there is a need for a clear definition of violence against women which is broader than domestic violence and includes persons who are not familiar to the woman.

15. Do your civil and criminal legislation and administrative procedures contain any provisions that prevent, punish and eradicate  the following forms of violence:

a) Physical violence?
b) Psychological violence?
c) Sexual violence?
d) Patrimonial or economic violence?
e) Other types of violence? Please specify: 

If yes, kindly provide:

· The information about the dates of its adoption and entry into force, the text itself and the relevant legal articles defining rape.

· Whether the perpetrators include individuals and government agents
· Whether there is any form of reparation for the victims.

The Domestic Violence Act 1995 deals with a range of forms of violence, namely physical, sexual, emotional, verbal and financial. However, this is limited to domestic violence. The Criminal Code also deals with sexual offences. Violence by Government agencies is not specifically included nor is reparation for the victim. These are two areas of concern which are both addressed in the Convention.

16. Does the legislation contain provisions on the prevention and punishment of domestic and international trafficking in persons, especially women?  Are those provisions consistent with the Palermo Protocol and is trafficking in persons regulated differently from forced prostitution?

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. If not, which measures have been taken to include such provisions in national law?

With regards to trafficking of women, there is legislation under the Criminal Code covering abduction of a person with the intent to cause “him” to be taken out of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and this could extend to trafficking. The legislation does not refer to women specifically and “him” is used to include “her”. It also does not deal with domestic trafficking. The report indicates that this section is different to the sections dealing with prostitution.

17. Does the legislation contain provisions on the prevention and punishment of forced prostitution? Are these provisions consistent with the Rome Statute, which established the International Criminal Court, and do they address forced prostitution separately from trafficking in persons, especially women?

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the date of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. If not, which measures have been taken to include such provisions in national law?

The issue of forced prostitution is not covered specifically in the legislation. It should be noted that prostitution is illegal in Saint Vincent. The legislation therefore deals both with causing or encouraging prostitution and detention in a brothel.

18. Is sexual harassment punishable in the following spheres?

a) In the workplace?
b) In health?

c) In education?
d) Anywhere else? Please specify: 
If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself, including the type of sanctions. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include it in national law?

There is no provision in the laws of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines for sexual harassment. The report does not indicate if this is an issue that is receiving attention.

19. Has sexual violence within marriage and common-law unions been defined as a specific crime? Please indicate whether:
a) Rape within marriage and common-law unions has been criminalized.

b) Other forms of sexual violence within marriage and common-law unions have been criminalized.

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include this crime in national law?
It is not clear from the report whether sexual violence has been defined as a crime within marriage and common law unions. However, the report indicates that sexual violence is listed under the Domestic Violence (Summary Proceedings) Act as a form of violence and that rape will be prosecuted under the Criminal Code for both legally married persons and common law spouses, although common law marriages are not recognized by law. Visiting unions are not recognized. 

20. Is there a provision in your legislation that explicitly bans the use of conciliation, mediation, or any other method that seeks an extrajudicial settlement to violence against women, girls, and female adolescents?  

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, indicate whether substantive or procedural law or jurisprudence provides for any of these methods and which steps have been taken for their repeal.
Extrajudicial settlements are discouraged although not banned under the law.

21. Are there any provisions that criminalize femicide? In case not, are the elements of femicide considered as aggravating circumstances of homicide? 

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include this in national law?
Femicide is not criminalized – this is handled under murder in the Criminal Code. 

22. Are there provisions in your national legislation that criminalize violence against women perpetrated by the State?  In this regard, are there provisions in your legislation that:

a) Punish sexual violence in armed conflicts?

b) Punish violence such as torture, war crimes, and crimes against humanity?

c) Punish violence against women committed in hospitals, educational establishments, prisons and other State institutions?

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include these crimes in national law?

There is no criminalization of violence against women by the State and its institutions but it is noted that they can seek redress in the High Court.

23. Are there any provisions to protect sexual and reproductive rights of women? 

a) Are there provisions that criminalize obstetric violence?

b) Punish public functionaries who prevent women, girls, and female adolescents from taking proper care of their sexual and reproductive health?
c)
Are there any provisions decriminalizing abortion as a result of rape?

d)
Are there any provisions decriminalizing therapeutic abortion? 
e)
Are there any provisions to punish forced sterilization? 
f)
Are there any provisions to punish artificial insemination without consent? 
h) Are there any provisions that guarantee the free access of women to emergency contraceptives? 
i) Are there any provisions that guarantee emergency prophylactic care and treatment of HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases especially in cases of sexual violence?  

j) How do you guarantee the exercise of these rights?

If such a provision exists, kindly provide information about the dates of adoption and entry into force, and the text itself. 

If not, which measures have been taken to include these provisions in national law?

The laws of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines make some provision for the protection of the sexual and reproductive rights of women and girls. The report indicates that although there has never been a case of obstetric violence, there are programmes that encourage the care of women’s sexual and reproductive health. The Criminal Code allows for therapeutic abortion and abortion as a result of rape or incest once the procedure takes place at a hospital or other approved establishment. It is noted that sterilization has to be requested but there is nothing about provisions for punishment if it is forced. Artificial insemination is not performed in Saint Vincent. There is no response to sub-section (g). How these rights are guaranteed is not noted in report. 

24. Are there national awareness campaigns to disseminate information on women’s rights, specifically the Convention of Belém do Pará? 

There is some dissemination of information in relation to women’s rights. There are radio programmes annually highlighting the Convention and copies have been circulated to law enforcement personnel, inter-ministerial focal points and policy makers. However, it does not appear that dissemination is done on an ongoing basis through workshops with women, ongoing media programmes, distribution of leaflets etc.

II. National Plans

25. Is there a national Plan/Action/Strategy for the prevention, punishment, and eradication of violence against women?  Does it address all forms of violence against women?  Are evaluations conducted regarding its implementation and any problems in that regard?

If such a program exists: 

g) when was it established? 

h) what period does it cover?

i) how it is executed and evaluated? 

j) how is it disseminated and promoted? 

k) has there been a multisectoral approach in which government institutions and civil society participate in drawing up the plans?

l) are there any penalties for failing to comply with national plans?

If not, which measures have been taken to establish one?

The report does not refer to a National Plan/Action/Strategy for the prevention, punishment and eradication of violence against women. However, the report speaks to the Gender Affairs Division’s work plan that includes a series of interventions addressing, for example, the reduction of gender-based violence. 

14.
Is the topic of violence against women addressed in the following national plans/plans of action/strategies on:

a) education  

b) employment and income

c) poverty eradication?

d) gender equity and equality?

e) health?

f)
HIV / AIDS?
g)
public security/crime prevention?

h)
other? Please specify: 

In the event it is addressed, kindly describe how violence against women is addressed in those plans/plans of actions/strategies.  If not, which measures have been taken to implement it?

With regards to the plans of the various sectors, violence against women does not appear to be addressed in any of these. The exception would be the Gender Affairs Division’s plan as noted in Question 13.

15.
Are there plans to offer training (not isolated or sporadic training sessions) to the following on the topic of violence against women, women’s rights, in the framework of the Convention of Belém do Pará:

i) Lawmakers?
j) Justice system personnel (judges, prosecutors, paralegals, special family violence units in the police force and other public functionaries)?

k) Health system personnel?
l) Educators?
m) Military and police forces?
n) Women’s social and community-based organizations 

o) Specialized units to deal with violence?

p) Others?  Please specify.
If such training exists, describe their characteristics and the topics considered, and indicate how frequently they are held.  If not, which measures have been taken to include them?

The report does not speak to the issue of ongoing training or plans to offer training on the topic of violence against women and women’s rights in the framework of the Convention. However, as noted in the response to Question 12, there is NGO educational programmes for police, policy makers, social workers and implementers on the issue of violence against women.  However, t is not clear if this is done on an ongoing or sporadic or one-off basis.

16.
Does the State promote the participation of civil society in:

a)
Design of the Plan/Action/Strategy?

b)
Monitoring and Evaluation of the Plan/Action/Strategy?

c)
Execution of conjoint projects or collaboration in activities? Please specify .........
d)
Others? Please specify.

There is no national action plan on violence against women. It is noted that civil society has had a long history of involvement in national development. However, many non-governmental organizations have become dormant or less active for a variety of reasons including funding. A National Economic and Social Development Council was established by the government comprising mainly civil society members but it is not clear how active this has been in executing projects with government. 

17.
Are there cooperation agreements with the media and publicity agencies to promote women rights and disseminate the contents of the Convention of Belém do Pará?

While there are annual radio programmes during the anniversary week of Saint Vincent’s ratification of the Convention highlighting the Convention, its critical articles and the responsibilities therein, there do not appear to be specific cooperation agreements with the media publicity agencies to promote women’s rights and disseminate information. 

III. Access to Justice

18.
Has there been an increase in the number of entities in charge of receiving complaints of violence against women?  If so, identify the type of institution, on which date it occurred, how many were added and where they are located?  If not, indicate why that number did not increase and the measures taken in that regard.
There appears to be a basic level of access to justice to women who have experienced violence, including domestic violence. There is no indication of increase in the entities receiving complaints of violence against women. 

19.
Are there any administrative provision or others that ease access to justice for women and guarantee due process, such as:

a) Specialized officers?

b)
Private spaces?

c)
Free legal services?  

d)
Interpreters in indigenous languages?

e)
Guidelines on confidentiality and data protection of the victim, her family and/or witnesses?
f)
Others? Please specify……………………… 

Please also explain what measures are taken so that rural, indigenous and afro-descendent women can access to justice. 

The Family Court itself is an important mechanism that helps to ease the access to justice for women and guarantee them due process. This includes in camera hearings and counseling services. Free legal services if needed are available through the Human Rights Association. However, there is still some discrimination for women who are in unions other than marriage which account for most of the unions in Saint Vincent. This becomes particularly important in relation to their financial and property rights in the event of a breakdown of the union. Cost is also a prohibitive factor for many women. 

22. Which of the following mechanisms are in place for ensuring the effectiveness of measures to protect women, their relatives, and/or witnesses in cases of violence?

h) Funds for transportation?

i) Mechanisms for rescuing women?

j) Change of identity?

k) Witness protection?

l) Clearance for leaving the country?

m) Secure networks for reference?

n) Others? Please specify
The only mechanism mentioned is a Protection Oder in the case of domestic violence and general reporting to the police. It is assumed that no other mechanisms are in place.

23. Are there assessments and studies on how much time it actually takes to provide protection orders after a complaint is reported? Are there statistics on how many and what type of protection orders were granted last year to women victims of violence as compared to the total number of protection orders requested?

There is information about the number of protection orders granted for domestic violence cases which is the only type of violence that they are granted for. Applications have to be heard within seven to fifteen days of filing so that efforts are made to do this quickly. However, seven days would be a better time period given the potential gravity of these situations. 

22. 
Are there any protocols of care for women, girls, and female adolescents who are victims of violence, in the official language and in indigenous languages, for use by: 

a)
The police and the staff of entities that receive complaints?

b)
Prosecutors’ offices?

c)
Health system personnel?

d)
Others? Please specify.
There are protocols of care which are in draft form since the Centre (this is assumed to be the Crisis Centre) is not fully operationalized. There is no indication about what is proposed in these protocols or what areas are covered.

23.
Do judges and prosecutors use the Convention of Belém do Pará and international human rights treaties in their judgments and rulings?  Has a study or an assessment been made of the use of these instruments in the work of judges and prosecutors? If such a study exists, please outline its main conclusions and/or the relevant judgments. 
The report notes that since the legal system is based on English Common Law, promoting the Convention will be a challenge until there is major legislative reform. 

24.
Are there studies or assessments on judges and prosecutors about: 
a)
The influence of stereotypes, prejudices, myths and customs in the prosecution of cases of violence against women; and how these affect the trial and/or the sentencing?

b)
If judges and other judiciary officers take into account or use negatively the personal history of the victim or her previous sexual experience in delivering the sentence?

If such a study exists, please outline its main conclusions and/or the relevant judgments.

The response does not adequately address this question.

IV. Specialized Services

25.
Has the number of government (not civil society) shelters and integrated support centers for women victims of violence and their children increased over the past four years?  If so, please indicate how many have been added and where they are located.  If not, what measures have been taken to increase their number and when are the new shelters and support centers expected to begin to operate?
The Government of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines operates a residential Crisis Centre since 2009. However, it is seems that it is not fully operational from the response to Question 22. This Centre caters to women who have experienced domestic violence and their children. Its services include counseling and rehabilitation. 

26.
Over the past four years has the coverage of free specialized services provided by the government (not civil society) expanded and/or been enhanced, for example:

a)
Free pre-trial legal counsel?

b)
Free legal counsel during trials?

c)
Free 24-hour national telephone hotlines?

d) Health care programs, including Sexual health programs and services for legal interruption of pregnancy? 

e)
Psychological counseling, therapy, support and self-help groups?

f)
Other? Please specify .

If they have increased and/or enhanced, please explain how.  If not, explain why and the measures taken to ensure such an increase and/or enhance.

The major challenges mentioned in the report are the cost of pursuing legal remedies and justice, the length of time it takes as well as the less than serious attitude of legal practitioners towards cases dealing with violence against women. This suggests that there is no access to other services such as free pre-trial legal counsel, 24 hour national hotlines, health care programmes or psychological counseling (except if residential in Centre) or self-help groups.

27.
Are there information campaigns for the promotion of these services among women? 

28.
Have existing services mentioned in questions 25 and 26, as well as client satisfaction been evaluated?  If so, describe the results of those evaluations and the measures taken by the State to comply with the recommendations and improve services.  If not, describe the measures being taken to conduct an evaluation this year.
Questions 27 and 28 were not answered presumably because most of the services do not exist.

V. Budget

29. In the past four years, what percentage of the national budget has been allocated to programs to combat violence against women (not only family or domestic violence)? Please specify if the source of such allocations are public funds, private funding or international cooperation. 

The percentage of the government’s allocation to programmes to combat violence against women has been steadily declining - from 0.040% in 2007 to 0.025% in 2010. The source is public funding.  

30.
In the past four years, what percentage of the annual national budget has been allocated to:

a)
Women’s police stations, prosecutors or other entities that receive complaints?

b)
Training of functionaries?

c)
Specialized services: women’s shelters, free help hotlines, free legal advisory services, free legal counsel, and free psychological counseling? 

d)
Campaigns to prevent violence against women?

e)
Health services for women affected by violence nationwide?

f)
Other? Please specify…………………

There is no information in the report about the percentage of the annual national budget allocated to agencies and institutions addressing the issue. The report starts to address it but the sentence is not complete. It is therefore not clear whether this information is unavailable or left out of the report inadvertently.
VI. Information and Statistics

31.
In the past four years, has the State conducted studies and research on violence against women and/or implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará in your country?  If so, present the main conclusions of those studies and indicate whether any type of follow-up has taken place at the national level. If not, which measures have been taken to conduct them?

32.
In the past four years, which activities have taken place to promote and support research on violence against women, in coordination with civil society organizations and with academic institutions in your country?
33.
In the past four years, have surveys been periodically conducted on: 

a)
Violence against women? 

b)
Women’s understanding of their rights? 

c)
Women’s familiarity with the public services available, in the event that they are victims of violence?

d)
Other? Please specify
If such surveys have been conducted, indicate whether the survey interviewers were given prior training on the topic and the methodology used, and report on the survey results. If not, report on measures taken to conduct such a survey.
No known studies or research have been conducted on the issue of violence against women or the implementation of the Convention. This is a major gap since without this information it would be difficult to assess the situation.

34.
Have publicly accessible records been kept of the number and characteristics of reports or cases of violence against women (not only family, intra-family, or domestic violence) by:

a)
The police and other entities that receive complaints?

b)
The courts and prosecutors’ offices?

c)
Health care services?

d)
Other? Please specify 
If these records are kept, report on the number of complaints received each year and on any other data collected on the victim, disaggregated by age, geographical location, ethnicity, marital status, educational level, occupation and relationship to the aggressor.  If not, report on the measures taken to establish these records.
Although records are kept about complaints and systematic records kept by the Family Court, a major omission is the failure to disaggregate this data. As a result it is not possible to determine easily the sex, age, marital status, geographic location etc of the complainants. The need for this has been recognized and efforts will be made to ensure that this is done.

35.
Is any information from the past four years available on:

a)
The number of women victims of violence each year by age, marital status, type of violence, and geographic location?

b)
The number of cases of violence against women that were prosecuted as compared to the total number of complaints of violence against women?

c)
The number of convictions for violence against women as compared to the total number of complaints?

d)
The number of women victims of femicide each year by age, marital status, and geographical location?

e)
The number of convictions for femicide as compared to the total number of cases recorded?

f)
Other? Please specify 
Information is not available on most of the items listed. Some of it is available from the Family Court but not always in the format needed.  A template has been developed and lodged with the police but it is not stated exactly what this will cover or the process being used to ensure that it is used by the police.

36.
Is there any mechanism or body for coordination between the institutions for women/gender and the public entities that draw up and compile national statistics, to improve the compilation of data on violence against women?  If such a mechanism or body exists, please explain which one, its purpose and functions.

The report indicates the Gender Affairs Division and the Statistical Office work in close collaboration towards the compilation of data on violence against women. 

C. RECOMMENDATIONS

Although the Government of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines has put in place a number of measures that advance implementation of the Convention, there are a number of additional measures that would help them move towards greater compliance with the Convention. These include:

· Defining violence against women as provided in the Convention;

· Reviewing all legislation to assess conformity to the Convention;

· Ongoing and sustained dissemination of information on Convention and women’s rights;

· Ensuring access to free legal aid for women; 

· Development of a National Action Plan on violence against women or including the issue in sectoral plans;

· Sustained and comprehensive training programmes for police and other relevant personnel; 

· Ensuring that the Crisis Center is fully operationalized and the draft protocols of care are reviewed and once accepted put into practice as soon as possible;

· Allocating increased funds in the public funds towards issues pertaining to women and violence against women;

· Disaggregated data and easy retrieval of data; 

· Carrying out research on violence against women;

· More careful and comprehensive completion of questionnaire to ensure clarity of the information and that all questions are answered and answered adequately.

D. CONCLUSION

The Government of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines continues to work towards the prevention, punishment and eradication of violence against women in compliance with the Convention. However, there is still some more work to be done before it can become fully compliant. One challenge in small developing countries is limited funding and limited resources to allocate to areas that might be considered as non-tangible. However, it is hoped that the Gender Affairs Division as well as civil society will continue to encourage the Government to ensure, despite the constraints, that every effort is made to continue to address this critical human right.
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�.	Based on the recommendation #4 (Rec.4) of the Hemispheric Report and indicator 1.1.a. of the Indicators for Follow-Up to the Committee of Experts’ (CEVI) Recommendations.


�.	Indicator 1.1.b.


�.	Rec. 13 and indicator 1.1.c.


�.	Rec. 13.


�.	Rec. 12 and indicator 1.1.d.


�.	Rec. 10 and indicator 1.1.e.


�.	Rec. 14 and indicator 1.1.g.


�.	According to the CEVI Declaration on Femicide (MESECVI/CEVI/DEC. 1/08) of August 15, 2008, femicide is “the violent death of women based on gender, whether it occurs within the family, a domestic partnership, or any other interpersonal relationship; in the community, by any person, or when it is perpetrated or tolerated by the state or its agents, by action or omission.”


�.	Rec. 37 and indicator ….


�.	Rec. 33.


�.	From Rec. 33.


�.	Article 15 of Venezuela’s Organic Law Related to the Right of Women to a Life Free of Violence defines obstetric violence as the “taking over of women’s bodies and reproductive processes by health professionals, as evidenced by dehumanized treatment, over-medication and the pathologization of natural processes, resulting in women’s loss of autonomy and of their ability to decide over their own bodies, and negatively affecting their quality of life.”


�.	A question is proposed on violence by the state and subparagraphs c, d, and e, taking into account their inclusion in Table No. 4 of the Hemispheric Report.


�.	Recs. 18 and 19 and the indicators from section 1.3.


�.	Item taken from the United Nations questionnaire on implementing the coordinated database on violence against women, October 2006. The Secretariat proposed as a complement to question 13 on national plans.  Proposal was modified by the CEVI in its V Meeting.


�.	Recs. 24 and 31 and indicator 2.5.2.  A reference is made in this question to the military and police forces, which were not included in the questionnaire for the First Multilateral Evaluation Round.


�.	Rec. 29 and indicators 2.1.b and 2.4.


�.	Rec. 34 and indicators 1.1.f and 1.2.1 (quantitative).


�.	Rec. 28 and indicator 2.3.2.


�.	Rec. 32.


�.	Rec. 32 and the indicators from section 2.2. Services based on the questions from the questionnaire of the First Multilateral Evaluation Round.


�.	Rec. 32.


�.	Section taken from item 4 of the document on indicators and from Andrew Morrison’s recommendations on the Information and Statistics section of the Hemispheric Report, Recs. 39 and 40.


�.	Recommendation 51; also recommended by Andrew Morrison.


�.	Suggested by Andrew Morrison.


�.	Qualitative indicators from section 3.


28.	According to the CEVI Declaration on Femicide (MESECVI/CEVI/DEC. 1/08) of August 15, 2008, femicide is “the violent death of women based on gender, whether it occurs within the family, a domestic partnership, or any other interpersonal relationship; in the community, by any person, or when it is perpetrated or tolerated by the state or its agents, by action or omission.”


�.	Qualitative indicators from section 3.


�.	Rec. 46, also suggested by Andrew Morrison.





