
 

 

 

1. Precautionary measures granted in 2014 
  

6. The mechanism for precautionary measures is established in Article 25 of the Rules of 
Procedure of the IACHR. The Rules of Procedure establish that, in serious and urgent situations, the 
Commission may, on its own initiative or at the request of a party, request that a State adopt precautionary 
measures to prevent irreparable harm to persons or to the subject matter of the proceedings in connection 
with a pending petition or case. The measures may be of a collective nature to prevent irreparable harm to 
persons or groups of persons. In this regard, the number of precautionary measures granted does not reflect 
the number of persons protected by their adoption; as can be seen below; many of the precautionary 
measures issued by the IACHR protect more than one person and, in certain cases, groups of persons such as 
people deprived from their liberty, communities or indigenous peoples. Moreover, the Rules of Procedure 
establish that the granting of such measures and their adoption by the State shall not constitute a 
prejudgment on the violation of the rights protected by the American Convention on Human Rights or other 
applicable instruments.  
 

7. Below is an overview of the precautionary measures granted, extended and lifted in 2014, 
under Article 25 of the Regulations of the Commission in connection with the Member States of the OAS. It is 
worth noting that the Inter-American Commission amended its Rules of Procedure on March 18, 2013 in 
Resolution 1/2013 which entered into force on August 1, 2013. From such date all the synopsis on the 
Precautionary measures granted will have a link to a resolution.  These resolutions set forth the parameters 
used by the IACHR in the determination of the requisites of urgency, seriousness and irreparable nature on 
case by case bases. Precautionary measures granted in 2014 might include request presented in previous 
year.  
 
ARGENTINA 
 
PM 423/10 - Matter of “X”, Argentina (Resolution to Lift)  
 

8. On September 5, 2014, the IACHR lifted the Precautionary Measure 423/10, granted on 
October 24, 2011, for “X”, in Argentina, a 5 year old boy at the time, whose identity has been kept confidential 
due to his condition as a minor. The request for precautionary measures alleged that the child had a 
developmental chronic encephalopathy and other diseases, and medical assistance provided by the State 
would had been inadequate, putting at risk his life and the development of his muscles and bones. The 
Commission had requested the State to adopt urgent measures in order to ensure effectively the necessary 
and sufficient medical conditions so the proposed beneficiary could develop a life with dignity, in a way that 
his right to life would not suffer an irreparable harm, and agree the measures to be adopt with the boy’s 
family. The precautionary measure in favor of the child “X” has no longer object due to his death. 
 
BAHAMAS 
 
PM 141/14 - Manuel Escalona Sánchez, Wilfredo Matos Gutiérrez, and Ortelio Abrahante Bacallao, the 
Bahamas (Commonwealth of) 
 

9. On June 30, 2014, the IACHR requested the adoption of precautionary measures for Manuel 
Escalona Sánchez, Wilfredo Matos Gutiérrez, and Ortelio Abrahante in the Bahamas. The request for 
precautionary measures alleges that the individuals mentioned were in a situation of risk because their 
deportation to Cuba was imminent. The petitioners claimed they had been targets of persecution in Cuba due 
to their open opposition to the Cuban regime, among other allegations. The Commission requested 
information from the State on April 22, 2014, but received no response. Therefore, after analyzing the 
allegations of fact and law, the Commission believes that the information shows prima facie that Manuel 
Escalona Sánchez, Wilfredo Matos Gutiérrez, and Ortelio Abrahante Bacallo are in a serious and urgent 
situation and that irreparable harm must be prevented as their lives and physical integrity are said to be in 
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danger. Therefore, pursuant to Article 25 of the IACHR’s rules of procedure, the Commission is asking the 
Government of the Bahamas: to refrain from deporting Manuel Escalona Sánchez, Wilfredo Matos Gutiérrez, 
and Ortelio Abrahante Bacallao; to provide the beneficiaries with a legal remedy, respecting the principle of 
non-return, to determine whether they have the right to asylum; and to provide information regarding the 
outcomes there of such that the IACHR may keep track of the need to maintain or lift the precautionary 
measure.  
 
COLOMBIA 
 
PM 455/14 – Duban Celiano Cristancho Diaz, Colombia 
 

10. On December 24, 2014, the Commission requested the adoption of precautionary measures 
under Article 25 (1) of its Rules of Procedures, in order to avoid irreparable harm to Duban Celiano 
Cristancho Diaz, who would be in a situation of seriousness and urgency, since his rights to life and personal 
integrity would be at serious risk. According to information provided, on October 16, 2014, in the 
municipality of Santa Rosa, Province of Bolívar, Colombia, the beneficiary was arbitrarily detained by illegal 
groups and was reportedly forced into a vehicle, and his whereabouts is unknown to date. Consequently, in 
accordance with Article 25 of the Rules of Procedures of the IACHR, the Commission requested the State of 
Colombia to adopt the necessary measures to determine the situation and whereabouts of Dubán Celiano 
Díaz Cristancho, with the purpose of safeguarding his life and personal integrity. Similarly, the Commission 
asked the State to inform on the actions implemented to investigate the facts that gave rise to the adoption of 
the present precautionary measure. 
 
PM 366/14 - Gener Jhonathan Echeverry Ceballos and family, Colombia 
 

11. On October 21, 2014, the IACHR requested the adoption of precautionary measures for 
Gener Jhonathan Echeverry Ceballos, in Colombia. The request for precautionary measures alleges that the 
proposed beneficiary is object of threats and acts of violence by “illegal armed groups”, due to his activities as 
human rights defender and journalist. Therefore, after analyzing the allegations of fact and law, the 
Commission believes that the information shows prima facie that Gener Jhonathan Echeverry Ceballos and his 
family members are in a serious and urgent situation, as their rights to life and personal integrity are 
allegedly threatened and at serious risk. Therefore, in accordance with Article 25 of the IACHR’s rules of 
procedure, the Commission requests the State of Colombia to adopt the necessary measures to protect the 
lives and physical integrity of Gener Jhonathan Echeverry Ceballos and his family; to adopt the measures 
necessary to ensure that Gener Jhonathan Echeverry Ceballos may engage in his activities as a human rights 
defender and journalist without being target of acts of violence and harassment because of his work; to come 
to an agreement with the beneficiaries on the measures to be adopted; and to report on the actions taken to 
investigate the alleged incidents that gave rise to the adoption of this precautionary measure so that such 
incidents do not happen again.  
 
PM 152/14 - Afro-Colombian families living in the so-called humanitarian space of "La Playita" 
neighborhood, Colombia 
 

12. On September 15, 2014, the IACHR requested the adoption of precautionary measures for 
302 Afro-Colombian families living in the so-called humanitarian space of "La Playita" neighborhood, in 
Colombia. The request for precautionary measures alleges that the beneficiaries are being subject of 
presumptive threats, harassment and acts of violence, due to their decision to create the "Humanitarian 
Space". Therefore, after analyzing the allegations of fact and law, the Commission believes that the 
information shows prima facie that the 302 Afro-Colombian families living on San Francisco Street, in "La 
Playita" neighborhood, would be in a serious and urgent situation, as their lives and personal integrity would 
be threatened and at serious risk. Consequently, in accordance with Article 25 of the Rules of Procedure of the 
Commission, the IACHR requests the Government of Colombia to: adopt the necessary measures to protect 
the life and personal integrity of the 302 members of the Afro-Colombian families living on San Francisco 
street, "La Playita" neighborhood, who would be part of a so-called humanitarian space; consult with the 

69 



 

 

beneficiaries and their representatives on actions to be taken to implement these measures; and report on 
the actions taken to investigate the facts that led to the adoption of the present precautionary measures and 
thus prevent possible repetition. 
 
PM 140/14 - Yajaira Mendoza and others Colombia 
 

13. On August 13, 2014, the IACHR requested the adoption of precautionary measures for 
Yajaira Mendoza and others, in Colombia. The request for precautionary measures alleges that the members 
of “Asociación de Familiares de Consejos Comunitarios” (Association of Family Members of Community 
Councils) had allegedly been victims of forced displacement and are currently in an alleged serious and 
urgent situation related to the conflict generated by their claim of land against “bad-faith occupants”. 
Therefore, after analyzing the allegations of fact and law, the Commission believes that the information shows 
prima facie that Yomaira Mendoza, Enrique Cabezas, Raúl Palacios and Enrique Petro are currently in a 
serious and urgent situation, as their lives and personal integrity are allegedly at risk. Therefore, pursuant to 
Article 25 of the IACHR’s rules of procedure, the Commission requires the Government of Colombia to adopt 
the necessary measures to protect the life and personal integrity of Yomaira Mendoza, Enrique Cabezas, Raúl 
Palacios and Enrique Petro and to ensure that they are able to develop their activities without being subjected 
to violence and harassment because of the exercise of their duties; to consult with the beneficiaries and their 
representatives on actions to be taken to implement these measures; and to report on the actions taken to 
investigate the facts that led to the adoption of the present precautionary measures and thus prevent possible 
repetition. 
 
PM 218/14 - Y.C.G.M and her Immediate Family, Colombia 
 

14. On June 20, 2014, the IACHR asked that precautionary measures be adopted for “Y.C.G.M.” 
and her immediate family in Colombia. The identity of the beneficiary is being kept confidential at the request 
of the petitioners. The request for precautionary measures alleges that “Y.C.G.M.” has been the target of 
threats and aggression because she works to defend the rights of women. After analyzing the allegations of 
fact and law, the Commission believes that the information shows prima facie that Ms. Y.C.G.M. and her 
immediate family are in a serious and urgent situation since their lives and physical integrity are said to be in 
imminent danger. Therefore, pursuant to Article 25 of the IACHR’s Rules of Procedure, the Commission is 
asking the State of Colombia: to adopt the measures necessary to protect the lives and physical integrity of 
Y.C.G.M. and her immediate family; to adopt the measures necessary to ensure that Y.C.G.M. may engage in her 
activities as a human rights defender without being the target of acts of violence and harassment because of 
her work; to come to an agreement with the beneficiaries and their representatives on the measures to be 
adopted; and to report on the actions taken to investigate the alleged incidents that gave rise to the adoption 
of this precautionary measure so that such incidents do not happen again. 
 
PM 42/14 - Fundación Nydia Erika Bautista et. al., Colombia 
 

15. On May 28, 2014, the IACHR asked that precautionary measures be adopted for the 
members of the Fundación Nydia Erika Bautista para los Derechos Humanos [Nydia Erika Bautista 
Foundation for Human Rights] and “X” in Colombia. The identity of the latter beneficiary is being kept 
confidential at the request of the petitioners. The request for precautionary measures alleges that members of 
the Fundación Nydia Erika Bautista and Mr. “X” were the targets of threats and were being followed because 
of the work the organization does and because of the information that Mr. “X” had reportedly provided for the 
arrest of a high level member of the army. After analyzing the allegations of fact and law, the Commission 
believes that the information shows prima facie that the members of the Fundación Nydia Erika Bautista and 
Mr. “X” and his immediate family are in a serious and urgent situation since their lives and physical integrity 
are said to be at imminent risk. Therefore, pursuant to Article 25 of the IACHR’s Rules of Procedure, the 
Commission is asking the State of Colombia: to adopt the measures necessary to protect the lives and physical 
integrity of the two members of the Fundación Nydia Erika Bautista who were identified and of Mr. “X” and 
his immediate family; to come to an agreement with the beneficiaries and their representatives on the 
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measures to be adopted; and to report on the actions taken to investigate the alleged incidents that gave rise 
to the adoption of this precautionary measure so that such incidents do not happen again. 
 
PM 374/13 - Gustavo Francisco Petro Urrego, Colombia 
 

16. On March 18, 2014, the IACHR requested that precautionary measures be adopted for 
Gustavo Francisco Petro Urrego, Mayor of the city of Bogotá, D.C., Colombia. The request for precautionary 
measures had been presented in the context of individual petition P-1742-13, which alleges violations to the 
rights to humane treatment (Article 5), to a fair trial (Article 8), to participate in government (Article 23), to 
equal protection under the law (Article 24), and to judicial protection (Article 25 of the American Convention 
on Human Rights). Specifically, the petitioners ask that, “in order to prevent irreparable harm to persons or to 
the subject matter of the petition, the judicial action being brought by the Attorney General’s Office against 
Gustavo Petro be suspended.” During the proceeding, the State submitted information on January 10, 21, and 
29, and February 7 and 24, 2014. For their part, the petitioners presented information on December 9, 11, 18, 
and 19, 2013; January 3, 13, 16, and 20, 2014; February 6, 24, and 26, 2014; and March 3, 4, 5, 6, and 18, 
2014. After analyzing the allegations of fact and law presented by the parties, the Commission believes that 
the information presented shows prima facie that the situation involving the political rights of Mr. Gustavo 
Francisco Petro Urrego, elected by popular vote as Mayor of Bogotá and currently in office, is serious and 
urgent, as the implementation of the effects of the decision removing him from office and ruling him ineligible 
to exercise his political rights could render ineffective an eventual decision on petition P-1742-13. Therefore, 
pursuant to Article 25(1) of its Rules of Procedure, the Commission requests that the State of Colombia 
immediately suspend the effects of the decision of December 9, 2013, issued and ratified by the Attorney 
General’s Office on January 13, 2014, so as to ensure that Mr. Gustavo Francisco Petro Urrego can exercise his 
political rights and complete his term as Mayor of Bogotá, for which he was elected on October 30, 2011, until 
the IACHR has ruled on individual petition P1742-13. 
 
PM 641/02 - Members of SINTRAINAL, Colombia (Resolution to extend the number of beneficiaries)  
 

17. On July 18, 2014, the IACHR extended Precautionary Measure 641/02 –originally granted on 
January 28, 2002– to a number member of the Sindicato Nacional de Trabajadores de la Industria en 
Alimentos [National Food Industry Workers Union] (SINTRAINAL) in Colombia. The information provided by 
the petitioners indicates that Jean Carlos Quintero Canencia, Camilo Andrés Valero Forero, and Nora Ayde 
Velásquez Guzmán, members of SINTRAINAL, have reportedly been the target of threats because of the work 
they have been engaged in as union members. After analyzing the allegations of fact and law, the Commission 
believes that the information shows prima facie that Jean Carlos Quintero Canencia, Camilo Andrés Valero 
Forero, and Nora Ayde Velásquez Guzmán are apparently in a serious and urgent situation since their lives 
and personal safety are said to be under threat and in grave danger. Therefore, pursuant to Article 25 of the 
IACHR’s Rules of Procedure, the Commission is asking the State of Colombia: to adopt the measures necessary 
to protect the lives and physical integrity of Jean Carlos Quintero Canencia, Camilo Andrés Valero Forero, and 
Nora Ayde Velásquez Guzmán; to adopt the measures necessary to ensure they may engage in their activities 
without being targets of acts of violence and harassment for the work they do; to come to an agreement with 
the beneficiaries and their representatives on the measures to be adopted; to report on the actions taken to 
investigate the alleged incidents that gave rise to the adoption of this precautionary measure so that such 
incidents do not happen again; and to enhance the protection measures for José Onofre Esquivel Luna and 
Luis Javier Corre Suárez that were granted on January 28, 2002. 
 
CUBA  
 
PM 307/14 - Matter of Julio César Cano Molina, Cuba 
 

18. On September 10, 2014, the IACHR requested the adoption of precautionary measures for 
Julio César Cano Molina, in Cuba. The request for precautionary measures alleges that the beneficiary, who 
has a mental and intellectual disability, is deprived of liberty, and would be in a serious health situation and 
lacking access to medical treatment. Therefore, after analyzing the allegations of fact and law, the Commission 
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believes that the information shows prima facie that Julio César Cano Molina is in a serious and urgent 
situation, since his life, personal integrity and health face an imminent risk. Consequently, pursuant to Article 
25 of the IACHR’s rules of procedure, the Commission requires the Government of Cuba to: adopt the 
necessary measures to ensure Julio César Cano Molina’s right to life and personal integrity, in particular, 
provide specialized medical care, taking into account his particular circumstances and needs, according to his 
mental and intellectual disability; ensure that Julio César Cano Molina’s detention conditions take into 
account his current health situation and mental and intellectual disability, according to international 
standards; and agree on the measures to be adopted with the beneficiary and his representatives. 
 
PM 264/13 - Damas de Blanco, Cuba (Resolution to extend the number of beneficiaries) 
 

19. On May 12, 2014, the IACHR extended Precautionary Measure 264/13, originally granted on 
October 28, 2013, for the members of the organization “Damas de Blanco” (“Ladies in White”), in Cuba. The 
information provided by the petitioners indicates that five members of the organization had been attacked 
with blows by a group of State agents on April 3, 2014, as they were leaving Mass, and the following day 
several members of Damas de Blanco had suffered various acts of violence, including searches of their homes. 
The petitioners also reported that on April 5, 2014, three of the Damas de Blanco had been detained upon 
leaving church, and the home of one of them had been invaded by agents of the State. Through the decision to 
extend this precautionary measure, the Commission asked the State of Cuba to adopt the necessary measures 
to protect the life and physical integrity of Mileidis Cabrera Leiva, Yelenni Aguilera Santo, Miladis Escalona 
Lissabet, Bertha Guerrero Segura, Yaniuska Mayo Céspedes, and María Teresa Garcua Roja, members of the 
organization Damas de Blanco; reach agreement with the beneficiaries and their representatives on the 
measures to be adopted; and inform the Commission as to the steps taken to investigate the alleged incidents 
that led to this precautionary measure being extended so that such incidents do not happen again.  
 
PM 206/13 – Ángel Lázaro Santiesteban Prats and his son, Cuba 
 

20. On September 26, 2014, the IACHR requested the adoption of precautionary measures in 
favor of Ángel Lázaro Santiesteban Prats and his son in Cuba. The request for precautionary measures alleges 
that the rights to life and personal integrity of these people are at risk due to a number of alleged physical 
assaults, threats and alleged intimidation by State agents as a result of his work as a writer and a critic of the 
current Cuban government. After analyzing the allegations of fact and law, the Commission believes that the 
information presented shows prima facie that the beneficiaries are in a serious and urgent situation, since 
their lives and personal integrity are allegedly threatened and at serious risk. Consequently, in accordance 
with Article 25 of the IACHR Rules of Procedure, the Commission requests the State of Cuba to adopt the 
necessary measures to protect the lives and personal integrity of Ángel Lázaro Santiesteban Prats and his son; 
to come to an agreement with the beneficiaries and their representatives on the measures to be adopted; and 
to report on the actions taken to investigate the alleged incidents that gave rise to the adoption of this 
precautionary measure so that such incidents do not happen again. 
 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC  
 
PM 408/13 - Members of the Movimiento “Reconocido,” Dominican Republic 
 

21. On January 30, 2014, the IACHR requested that precautionary measures be adopted for the 
members of the Movimiento “Reconocido” [“Recognized” Movement], in the Dominican Republic. The request 
for precautionary measures alleges that members of the Movimiento “Reconocido” received threats to their 
lives and physical integrity as a result of the criticism and protest these human rights defenders had exercised 
against Judgment 168/13, a decision by the Constitutional Court of the Dominican Republic denationalizing 
thousands of Dominicans of Haitian descent. After analyzing the allegations of fact and law presented, the 
Commission believes that the information shows in principle that the members of the Movimiento 
“Reconocido” are facing a serious and urgent situation, as their lives and physical integrity are said to be at 
grave risk due to the death threats they are said to have received. Therefore, pursuant to Article 25 of the 
IACHR Rules of Procedure, the Commission asks the Dominican Republic to adopt the necessary measures to 
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protect the lives and physical integrity of the members of the Movimiento “Reconocido”; to guarantee that the 
members of this movement can carry out their activities as human rights defenders without being subject to 
acts of violence and harassment in the exercise of their functions; and to come to an agreement with the 
beneficiaries and their families on the measures to be adopted. The Commission also asked the State to keep 
it informed as to the steps taken to investigate the incidents that gave rise to the adoption of this 
precautionary measure so that such incidents do not happen again. 
 
ECUADOR  
 
PM 30/14 - Fernando Alcibíades Villavicencio Valencia et al., Ecuador 
 

22. On March 24, 2014, the IACHR requested that precautionary measures be adopted for 
Fernando Alcibíades Villavicencio Valencia, Cléver Jiménez, and Carlos Eduardo Figueroa Figueroa, in 
Ecuador. The request for precautionary measures had been presented in the context of individual petition P-
107-14, which alleges violations of the rights enshrined in Articles 8 (right to fair trial), 9 (freedom from ex 
post facto laws), 13 (freedom of thought and expression), and 25 (judicial protection), in conjunction with the 
general obligations established in Articles 1(1) and 2 of the American Convention on Human Rights. 
Specifically, the petitioners asked for precautionary measures “in order for the State to suspend the 
implementation of the cassation ruling issued against them on January 14, 2014, due to the grave and 
irreparable harm the process itself and the subsequent judgment would have on their rights to life, physical 
integrity, personal liberty, political rights, and freedom of expression.” During the proceedings, the State 
presented reports on February 8 and 28, 2014. For their part, the petitioners presented additional reports on 
February 9 and 27 and March 17 and 19, 2014. After analyzing the allegations of fact and law presented by 
the parties, the Commission believes that the information presented shows prima facie that the rights of 
Messrs. Fernando Alcibíades Villavicencio Valencia, Cléver Jiménez, and Carlos Eduardo Figueroa Figueroa 
are in a serious, urgent situation of irreparable harm. Therefore, pursuant to Article 25(1) of its Rules of 
Procedure, the Commission asks the State of Ecuador to immediately suspend the effects of the January 14, 
2014, decision issued by the Cassation Court of the National Court of Justice’s Specialized Chamber on 
Criminal, Military-Criminal, Police-Criminal, and Transit Matters, until the IACHR has ruled on individual 
petition P-107-14. 
 
El SALVADOR  
 
PM 442/12 - William Alberto Pérez Jerez, El Salvador  
 

23. October 1, 2014, the IACHR requested the adoption of precautionary measures for William 
Alberto Pérez Jerez, in El Salvador. The request for precautionary measures alleges that Mr. Pérez Jerez, who 
has been held since 2001 in the La Esperanza prison in the city of Ayutuxtepeque, has a physical and sensory 
disability (he is allegedly losing his sight) and has been diagnosed with an illness called Devic’s Syndrome or 
Neuromyelitis Optica.” This disease is chronic, incurable, and degenerative and is causing severe organic 
damage to Mr. Pérez Jerez. The petitioner alleges that Mr. Pérez Jerez is receiving ongoing treatment “with 
steroids, chemotherapy, and physical therapy” in an effort to prolong his life and that the treatment has 
adverse effects. The petitioner also alleges that the current conditions of detention put the health and life of 
Mr. Pérez Jerez at serious risk. After analyzing the factual and legal allegations, the Commission believes that 
the information shows, in principle, that William Alberto Pérez Jerez is in a grave and urgent situation, given 
that his rights to life, humane treatment, and health are threatened and at serious risk.  Consequently, under 
Article 25 of its Rules of Procedure, the Commission asks the State of El Salvador to: adopt the necessary 
measures to preserve the life and personal integrity of Mr. Pérez Jerez and, in particular, to provide the 
specialized medical care he needs, taking into consideration the deterioration being produced by his illnesses 
and the special supports he currently needs; to ensure that the conditions of detention of Mr. William Alberto 
Pérez Jerez are consistent with applicable international standards, taking into account his current health 
status, his disability, and terminal illness; and to reach agreement with the beneficiary and his representative 
on the measures to be adopted. 
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GUATEMALA  
 
PM 433/14 - Claudia Escobar and others, Guatemala 
 

24. On November 10, 2014, the IACHR requested the adoption of precautionary measures for 
Claudia Escobar and others, in Guatemala. The request for precautionary measures alleges that Claudia 
Escobar is at risk, as a consequence of having made a series of complaints on irregularities in the election 
process and appointment of judges to the Supreme Court of Justice and the Court of Appeals in Guatemala. 
After analyzing the allegations of fact and law, the Commission believes that the information presented shows 
prima facie that Claudia Escobar and her immediate family are in a serious and urgent situation, as their 
rights to life and personal integrity are allegedly threatened and at serious risk. Therefore, in accordance with 
Article 25 of the IACHR's Rules of Procedure, the Commission requests Guatemala to adopt the necessary 
measures to protect the lives and physical integrity of Claudia Escobar and her immediate family; to come to 
an agreement with the beneficiaries and their representatives on the measures to be adopted; and to report 
on the actions taken to investigate the alleged incidents that gave rise to the adoption of this precautionary 
measure so that such incidents do not happen again. The resolution on this precautionary measure is 
maintained under confidentiality, due to the request of the petitioners not to disclose the identity of some of 
the beneficiaries. 
 
GUYANA  
 
PM 458/14 – Members of Kaieteur News Journal, Guyana 
 

25. On November 18, the IACHR requested the adoption of precautionary measures for 
members of Kaieteur News, in Guyana. The request for precautionary measures alleges that the proposed 
beneficiaries received threats against their lives and personal integrity as a consequence of their work as 
journalists. After analyzing the allegations of fact and law, the Commission believes that the information 
presented demonstrates prima facie that the members of the Kaieteur News Journal are in a serious and 
urgent situation, since their lives and personal integrity face an imminent risk of irreparable harm. 
Consequently, in accordance Article 25 of IACHR’s Rules of Procedure, the Commission requires the Republic 
of Guyana to adopt the necessary measures to protect the lives and personal integrity of the three identified 
members of the Kaieteur News Journal; to agree on the measures to be adopted with the beneficiaries and 
their representatives; and to report on the actions taken to investigate the alleged incidents that gave rise to 
the adoption of this precautionary measure in order to prevent their repetition. 
 
HAITI 
 
PM 161/14 - Pierre Espérance and Members of the Réseau National de Défense des Droits Humains 
(RNDDH), Haiti 
 

26. On June 9, 2014, the IACHR asked that precautionary measures be adopted for Pierre 
Espérance and members of the Réseau National de Défense des Droits Humains [National Network for the 
Defense of Human Rights] (RNDDH) in Haiti. The request for precautionary measures alleges that the 
beneficiaries have been the target of threats and harassment in retaliation for the human rights defense work 
they do in Haiti. After analyzing the allegations of fact and law, the Commission believes the information 
shows prima facie that Mr. Pierre Espérance and the members of the RNDDH are in a serious and urgent 
situation because their lives and physical integrity are reportedly under threat and in grave danger. 
Therefore, pursuant to Article 25 of the IACHR’s Rules of Procedure, the Commission is asking the State of 
Haiti: to adopt the measures necessary to protect the lives and physical integrity of Mr. Pierre Espérance and 
a member of the RNDDH organization who has been identified; to come to an agreement with the 
beneficiaries and their representatives regarding the measures to be adopted; and to report on the actions 
taken to investigate the alleged incidents that gave rise to the adoption of this precautionary measure so that 
such incidents do not happen again. 
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HONDURAS  
 
PM 457/13 - Members of “Asociación para una Vida Mejor de Honduras” [Association for a better life 
in Honduras] (APUVIMEH) 
 

27. On January 22, 2014, the Inter-American granted precautionary measures for the members 
of “Asociación para una Vida Mejor de Honduras” [Association for a better life in Honduras] (APUVIMEH). The 
request for precautionary measures indicates that, due to their activities of defense, protest and protection of 
the rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans and intersex persons (LGBTI) in Honduras, members of the 
organization would have become the object of killings, threats, harassment and violence against them, in 
retaliation for their activities. Specifically, the request alleges that members of the association carried out 
awareness raising and protection activities and ran a shelter house called “Casa Renacer” [House of Rebirth] 
where they took care of persons living with HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases. Acts of aggression 
and assault against their members would have taken place in a context of violence against LGBTI persons, 
which would be the cause of approximately 115 killings in the last years, cases that would have ended in 
impunity. The IACHR asked that the State of Honduras take the necessary steps to ensure the life and physical 
integrity of the members of “Asociación para una Vida Mejor de Honduras” [Association for a better life in 
Honduras] (APUVIMEH), that it come to an agreement with the beneficiaries as to the measures to be taken, 
and that it inform the Commission about the steps taken to investigate the facts that gave rise to the adoption 
of precautionary measures. 
 
PM 50/14 - Campesino Leaders of Bajo Aguán, Honduras 
 

28. On May 8, 2014, the IACHR asked that precautionary measures be adopted for those 
identified as members of several campesino organizations in Honduras: “Movimiento Campesino 
Recuperación del Aguán” (MOCRA), “Movimiento Campesino Fundación Gregorio Chávez” (MCRGC), 
Movimiento Unificado Campesino del Aguán” (MUCA), and “Movimiento Auténtico Reivindicador Campesino 
del Aguán (MARCA). The request for precautionary measures alleges that since 2010 peasant farmers who 
belong to these organizations have been subject to killings, disappearances, kidnappings, torture, threats, 
violent evictions, persecution, and accusations, for the alleged purpose of forcing them to sell their lands. On 
March 6, 2014, the IACHR requested information from the State. As of the date the resolution granting this 
precautionary measure was adopted, the State had not responded to the request for information. Pursuant to 
Article 25 of the IACHR Rules of Procedure, the Commission asked the State of Honduras to adopt the 
necessary measures to guarantee the life and physical integrity of the identified members of the MOCRA, 
MCRGC, MUCA, and MARCA organizations; reach agreement with the beneficiaries and their representatives 
on the measures to be adopted; and inform the Commission as to the steps taken to investigate the incidents 
that gave rise to the adoption of this precautionary measure so that such incidents do not happen again. 
 
PM 196/14 – Julio Ernesto Alvarado, Honduras 
 

29. On November 5, 2014, the IACHR requested the adoption of precautionary measures for 
Julio Ernesto Alvarado, in Honduras. The request for precautionary measures had been presented in the 
context of individual petition P-1414-14, which alleges violations of the rights enshrined in Articles 8 (right to 
fair trial), 13 (freedom of thought and expression), and 25 (judicial protection), in conjunction with the 
general obligations established in Articles 1.1 and 2 of the American Convention on Human Rights. After 
analyzing the allegations of fact and law, the Commission believes that the information presented shows 
prima facie that the rights of Julio Ernesto Alvarado are in a serious and urgent situation and at risk of 
irreparable harm. Therefore, pursuant to Article 25 of its Rules of Procedure, the Commission asks the State 
of Honduras to suspend the implementation of the conviction dated December 9, 2013 of the Supreme Court, 
and to refrain from taking any action to disable the journalist Julio Ernesto Alvarado in the exercise of his 
profession until the Commission has pronounced on the petition P- 1414-14. 
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MEXICO 
 
PM 185/13 – Sofía Lorena Mendoza Martínez et al., Mexico 
 

30. On December 1, 2014, the IACHR requested the adoption of precautionary measures in favor 
of Sofía Lorena Mendoza Martínez, Nicolás Mendoza Villa and their family members in Mexico. The request 
for precautionary measures alleges that the rights to life and personal integrity of these people are at risk due 
to the complaint filed by the alleged forced disappearance and subsequent execution of activists Arturo 
Hernández Cardona, Félix Rafael Bandera Roman and Ángel Román Ramírez in the city of Iguala, Guerrero 
state. After analyzing the allegations of fact and law, the Commission believes that the information presented 
shows prima facie that the beneficiaries are in a serious and urgent situation, since their lives and personal 
integrity are allegedly threatened and at serious risk. Consequently, in accordance with Article 25 of the 
IACHR Rules of Procedure, the Commission requests the State of Mexico to adopt the necessary measures to 
protect the lives and personal integrity of Sofia Lorena Mendoza Martinez and her immediate family, and 
Nicolás Mendoza Villa, his wife and two children; to come to an agreement with the beneficiaries and their 
representatives on the measures to be adopted; and to report on the actions taken to investigate the alleged 
incidents that gave rise to the adoption of this precautionary measure so that such incidents do not happen 
again.  
 
PM 423/14 - Clara Gómez González et al., Mexico 
 

31. On October 10, 2014, the IACHR requested the adoption of precautionary measures for Clara 
Gómez González and others, in Mexico. The request for precautionary measures alleges that Clara Gómez 
González is at risk for being a witness after surviving the alleged extrajudicial execution of 22 persons on June 
30, 2014, in the municipality of Tlatlaya, in Mexico. Therefore, after analyzing the allegations of fact and law, 
the Commission believes that the information shows prima facie that Clara Gómez González and her family 
are in a serious and urgent situation, as their rights to life and personal integrity are allegedly threatened and 
at serious risk. Therefore, pursuant to Article 25 of the IACHR’s rules of procedure, the Commission is asking 
the State of Mexico to adopt the necessary measures to protect the lives and physical integrity of Clara Gómez 
González and her family; to come to an agreement with the beneficiaries and their representatives regarding 
the measures to be adopted; and to report on the actions taken to investigate the alleged incidents that gave 
rise to the adoption of this precautionary measure so that such incidents do not happen again. 
 
PM 60/14 - Prudencio Ramos Ramos et al., Mexico 
 

32. On October 6, 2014, the IACHR requested the adoption of precautionary measures for 
Prudencio Ramos Ramos and others, in Mexico. The request for precautionary measures alleges that the 
beneficiaries have been object of threats and aggressions, due to their activities as defenders of the 
indigenous community Choreáchi, within the framework of an allegedly territorial dispute. Therefore, after 
analyzing the allegations of fact and law, the Commission believes that the information shows prima facie that 
Prudencio Ramos Ramos and Ángela Alaya Ramos are in a serious and urgent situation, as their rights to life 
and personal integrity are allegedly threatened and at serious risk. Therefore, pursuant to Article 25 of the 
IACHR’s rules of procedure, the Commission is asking the State of Mexico to adopt the necessary measures to 
protect the lives and physical integrity of Prudencio Ramos Ramos, Ángela Ayala Ramos and their respective 
families; to adopt the necessary measures for Prudencio Ramos Ramos to continue developing his activities 
as human rights defender, without being object of acts of violence and harassment in the exercise of its 
functions; to come to an agreement with the beneficiaries and their representatives on the measures to be 
adopted; and to report on the actions taken to investigate the alleged incidents that gave rise to the adoption 
of this precautionary measure so that such incidents do not happen again. 
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PM 409/14 - Students of the rural school “Raúl Isidro Burgos”, Mexico 
 

33. On October 3, 2014, the IACHR requested the adoption of precautionary measures in favor of 
students of the rural school "Raúl Isidro Burgos" in Mexico. The request for precautionary measures alleges 
that the persons mentioned allegedly would be disappeared or unknown whereabouts within the context of 
the alleged acts of violence that occurred on September 26, 2014. Consequently, after analyzing the factual 
and legal allegations put forth by the applicants, the Commission considers that the information presented 
shows prima facie that the 43 identified students, who allegedly would be unknown whereabouts or 
disappeared, and the injured students currently admitted to a hospital, are in a serious and urgent situation, 
as their rights to life and personal integrity are allegedly threatened and at serious risk. Therefore, in 
accordance with Article 25 of the IACHR’s rules of procedure, the Commission requests the State of Mexico to: 
a) Adopt the necessary measures to determine the status and whereabouts of the 43 students identified, with 
the purpose of protecting their rights to life and personal integrity; b) Adopt the necessary measures to 
protect the life and personal integrity of the injured students ,identified in the present proceeding, who 
currently would be admitted to a hospital; c) To consult with the beneficiaries and their representative on 
actions to be taken to implement these measures; and d) To report on the actions taken to investigate the 
facts that led to the adoption of the present precautionary measures. 
 
PM 252/14 - Members of the Contralínea magazine, Mexico 
 

34. On July 18, 2014, the IACHR asked that precautionary measures be adopted for the members 
of the Contralínea magazine in Mexico. The request for precautionary measures alleges that the members of 
Contralínea, integrated by Flor Irais Maldonado Goche, Rosa Elva López Mendoza, Mauricio Gabriel Romero 
Patiño, Marcos Chávez Maguey, Erika Soemi Ramírez Pardo, Nancy Paola Flórez Nández, Zósimo Camacho 
Ibarra, José Nicolás Reyes Hernández and Agustín Miguel Badillo Cruz, were allegedly subjected to acts of 
aggression and threats, due to their condition of journalists and to their exercise of their right to freedom of 
expression. After analyzing the allegations of fact and law, the Commission believes that the information 
shows in principle that the situation of members of the Contralínea magazine is serious and urgent, as their 
rights to life and physical integrity are allegedly at grave risk. Therefore, pursuant to Article 25(1) of its Rules 
of Procedure, the Commission asks the State of Mexico to adopt the necessary measures to protect the lives 
and physical integrity of the members of the Contralínea magazine and to come to an agreement with the 
beneficiaries and their representatives on the measures to be adopted. The Commission also asked the State 
to keep it informed as to the steps taken to investigate the incidents that gave rise to the adoption of this 
precautionary measure so that such incidents do not happen again. 
 
PM 453/13 - Daniel Ramos Alfaro, Mexico 
 

35. On February 20, 2014, the IACHR requested that precautionary measures be adopted for 
Daniel Ramos Alfaro, 21 years old, whose life and physical integrity are said to be at grave risk, as much as his 
whereabouts or fate have been unknown since October 2, 2013. The request for precautionary measures 
alleges that Daniel Ramos Alfaro was detained by purported members of the Mexican military forces while he 
was traveling to the community of San Martín, after giving classes at the school in the community of Betania. 
Given the nature of the situation reported, the Commission requested information from the State, based on 
Article XIV of the Inter-American Convention on Forced Disappearance of Persons. The State of Mexico 
responded by means of a report on January 22, 2014, and the IACHR also received additional information 
from the petitioner on February 1, 2014. After analyzing the allegations of fact and law, the Commission 
believes that the information shows in principle that the situation of the young man Daniel Ramos is serious 
and urgent; his rights to life and physical integrity are said to be at grave risk given that to this day, 141 days 
after his disappearance, his whereabouts or fate reportedly remain unknown. Therefore, pursuant to Article 
25 of the IACHR Rules of Procedure, the Commission asks the State of Mexico to adopt the measures 
necessary to determine the situation and whereabouts of Daniel Ramos Alfaro, in order to protect his rights 
to life and physical integrity, and to inform the Commission as to the steps taken to investigate the facts that 
gave rise to the adoption of this precautionary measure. 
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PERU 
 
PM 452/11 - Leaders of Campesino Communities and Campesino Patrols in Cajamarca, Peru  
 

36. On May 5, 2014, the IACHR asked that precautionary measures be adopted for 46 leaders of 
campesino communities and patrols, the members of the Chaupe family, patrolman Luis Mayta, and journalist 
César Estrada, in Cajamarca, Peru. The request for precautionary measures alleges that the campesino 
communities and patrols from the provinces of Cajamarca, Celendín, and Hualgayoc-Bambamarca that are 
opposed to the “Conga” project have been targets of threats, harassment, and violence. Pursuant to Article 25 
of the IACHR Rules of Procedure, the Commission asked the State of Peru to adopt the necessary measures to 
guarantee the life and physical integrity of the identified beneficiaries; reach agreement with the beneficiaries 
and their representatives on the measures to be adopted; and inform the Commission as to the steps taken to 
investigate the incidents that gave rise to the adoption of this precautionary measure so that such incidents 
do not happen again. 
 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO  
 
PM 83/14 - Keron López and Garvin Sookram, Trinidad and Tobago 
 

37. On May 19, 2014, the IACHR asked that precautionary measures be adopted pursuant to 
Article 25 of its Rules of Procedure in order to prevent irreparable harm to Keron Lopez and Garvin Sookram, 
who were sentenced to death in Trinidad and Tobago. The request for precautionary measures was 
accompanied by two petitions alleging the violation of rights recognized in the American Declaration of the 
Rights and Duties of Man; such petitions were registered under the numbers P-331-14 and P-360-14. 
Through its resolution, the Commission asked the Government of Trinidad and Tobago to refrain from 
executing Keron Lopez and Garvin Sookram until the IACHR has ruled on the merits of the individual 
petitions filed on their behalf. 
 
UNITED STATES  
 
PM 37/14 - Samuel Moreland, United States of America 
 

38. On October 24, 2014, the IACHR requested the adoption of precautionary measures for 
Samuel Moreland, who was sentenced to the death penalty in the state of Ohio, United States of America. The 
request for precautionary measures is related to a petition on alleged violations to rights enshrined in the 
American Declaration, which was registered under number P-610-14. After analyzing the allegations of fact 
and law, the Commission believes that if Samuel Moreland is executed before the Commission has an 
opportunity to examine this matter, any eventual decision would be rendered moot in respect of the 
effectiveness of potential remedies, resulting in irreparable harm. Consequently, pursuant to Article 25 of its 
Rules of Procedure, the Commission requested the United States to take the necessary measures to preserve 
the life and physical integrity of Samuel Moreland until the IACHR has pronounced on his petition so as not to 
render ineffective the processing of his case before the inter-American system. 
 
PM 204/14 - John Winfield, United States of America 
 

39. On June 6, 2014, the IACHR requested that precautionary measures be adopted pursuant to 
Article 25 of its Rules of Procedure in order to prevent irreparable harm to John Winfield, who was sentenced 
to death in the United States. The request for precautionary measures was accompanied by a petition alleging 
the violation of rights recognized in the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, which was 
registered under number P-815-14. Through its resolution, the Commission asked the Government of the 
United States to refrain from executing John Winfield until the IACHR has ruled on the merits of the individual 
petition filed on his behalf. 
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PM 177/14 - Russell Bucklew and Charles Warner, United States of America 
 

40. On May 20, 2014, the Commission asked that precautionary measures be adopted, pursuant to 
Article 25 of the IACHR Rules of Procedure, to prevent irreparable harm to Russell Bucklew and Charles Warner, 
who were sentenced to death in the United States. The request for precautionary measures was accompanied by a 
petition alleging violation of rights recognized in the American Declaration of the rights and Duties of Man; that 
petition was given the number P-684/14. Through its resolution, the Commission requested the government of the 
United States to refrain from executing Russell Bucklew and Charles Warner until the IACHR has ruled on the 
merits of the individual petition filed on their behalf. 
 
PM 110/14 - Matter of Ramiro Hernández Llanas, United States of America 
 

41. On March 26, 2014, the IACHR requested the adoption of precautionary measures for Ramiro 
Hernández Llanas in the United States of America. The request for precautionary measures alleges violations to the 
rights to life, to a fair trial and to due process of Ramiro Hernández Llanas, who has been sentenced to death 
penalty and scheduled to be executed on April 9, 2014. After analyzing the allegations of fact and law, the 
Commission believes that if Ramiro Hernández Llanas is executed before the IACHR has an opportunity to examine 
this matter, any eventual decision would be rendered moot in respect of the effectiveness of potential remedies, 
resulting in irreparable harm. Consequently, pursuant to Article 25 of its Rules of Procedure, the Commission 
requests the Government of the United States to take the necessary measures to preserve the life and physical 
integrity of Mr. Ramiro Hernández until the IACHR has pronounced on his petition so as not to render ineffective 
the processing of his case before the inter-American system. 
 
PM 57/14 - Pete Carl Rogovich, United States of America 
 

42. On March 4, 2014, the Commission requested the adoption of precautionary measures pursuant 
to Article 25(1) of its Rules of Procedure in order to avoid irreparable harm to Pete Carl Rogovich who was 
sentenced to death in the United States. The request for precautionary measures was accompanied by a petition 
alleging violation of rights recognized in the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man. That petition 
was given the number P-1663/13. Through its resolution, the Commission requested the Government of the United 
States to abstain from executing Pete Carl Rogovich until the IACHR has ruled on the merits of the individual 
petition filed on his behalf. 
 
PC 347/13 - Carl E. Vincent, United States of America 
 

43. On April 7, 2014, the Commission requested the adoption of precautionary measures for Carl E. 
Vicent, a Haitian national.  The request for precautionary measures alleged that he is facing deportation in the 
United States and suffers from a series of illnesses, for which he allegedly could not receive medical treatment were 
he returned to Haiti. The petitioner also alleged that Carl E. Vicent emigrated to the United States when he was six 
years old and that he does not speak the official languages of Haiti. It also reported that he has three children under 
the age of ten in the United States and thus his upcoming deportation could have a negative impact on his family 
ties. Consequently, in accordance with Article 25 of the IACHR Rules of Procedure, the Commission asks that the 
United States refrain from deporting Carl E. Vicent, in order to protect his life and personal integrity, due to his 
current health condition. 

 
PC 255/13 - Robert Gene Garza, United States of America (Resolution to Lift)  

 
44. On May 5, 2014, the Commission decided to lift precautionary measures PC 255/13, granted on 

August 8, 2013, for Robert Gene Garza, who was condemned to death in the United States. The request for 
precautionary measures was accompanied by a petition regarding the alleged violation of rights recognized in the 
American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, which was recorded under number P-1278/13. The 
Commission asked the United States to refrain from executing Robert Gene Garza until the IACHR ruled on the 
merits of the individual petition submitted on the beneficiary’s behalf. Subsequently, the IACHR was informed that 
Mr. Robert Gene Garza was executed on September 19, 2013, and thus the precautionary measures have lost their 
purpose due to his death 
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